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We are many. We are one.

TASIS is evolving as a school. Although we’ve separated our three divisions into 

distinctive programs, these changes have been made with one heart and one purpose 

at the core. Those who make up our vibrant community are many, but are connected 

by TASIS: together, we are one.

This issue highlights some of the things that link our community. The High School 

uniform is now mandatory, unifying our students from Pre-K to Post Graduate. We 

also learn more about Mathematics at TASIS, from 1st Graders working with iPads to 

higher-level IB students tackling advanced story problems. We also hear about ways 

our community keeps calm amid the academics, activities, sports, and events that 

pack every calendar day.

We are each individuals, making our mark on TASIS in our own way. That connects 

us, too; we are many, yet we are one.
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The first day and the first class in our brand-new Şahenk Arts Center - so new that there was still plastic on the chairs!



TA S I S  P h o t o  G a l l e r i e s TASIS Videos Audio Files

Look for these links to explore the extended information provided on our website.

Story Highlights

12 A U n i f o r m  D e c i s i o n 
After years of students pushing the limits of dress 
code, TASIS has instilled a sharp new HS uniform.

02 F a m i l y  We e k e n d  P r e v i e w

TASIS
The American School in Switzerland

14 I t  A l l  A d d s  U p
Mathematics at TASIS

22 I n  T h e i r  E y e s 
Academic Travel Photography Contest

26 A B a l a n c i n g  A c t
We asked students, faculty,  and staff what helps them, 
stay grounded amid their busy TASIS lives.

28 A W i n n i n g  C o m b i n a t i o n
TASIS Soccer and Volleyball Champs

10 H o w ’s  L i f e  A f t e r  TA S I S ? 
We catch up with some of the Class of ’12.
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campus news

2012 Family Weekend Preview

Welcome to Family Weekend. 
You are coming from far and near to be with your children and meet the 

people at TASIS to whom you have entrusted them.  

We hope you enjoy these days and that you come to appreciate better the 

TASIS experience. Thank you for supporting your children and the School 

as we strive for excellence while instilling the values of integrity, respect, 

responsibility, compassion, humility, service, and vision.

                                                     Michael Ulku-Steiner, Headmaster



2  eTASIS TODAY Fall 2012  3

Friday
11:30 – 13:30  
Casa Fleming buffet or De Nobili 

17:30 – 19:15  
Dinner, De Nobili

Saturday
07:30 – 09:00  
Breakfast, De Nobili

11:30 – 13:30  
Lunch, De Nobili

17:30 – 19:00  
Dinner, De Nobili 

Sunday 
10:30 – 12:30 
Brunch, De Nobili
 
17:30 – 19:00  
Dinner, De Nobili

campus news

GET CONNECTED: 
Interact with us, and the 
community at www.tasis.ch

JOIN US:
Facebook
Twitter
Pinterest
LinkedIn

EMAIL US: 
alumni@tasis.ch

WRITE TO US:
TASIS 
6926 Montagnola
Switzerland

Please register as soon as you arrive on campus.  
Registration is open from 7:30  — 15:00. 

You will receive a full Family Weekend Program when you check in.

Friday, November 9 — Highlights
8:00 – 15:00  Attend class with your child. You will get your child’s schedule when you register. 

15:30   Family Weekend Assembly in the Palestra (required for all students) 

16:15 – 16:45     Grade-Level Meetings (Comments by Grade Deans and small gatherings with Advisors)

18:00 – 19:30 Parent Reception at Casa Fleming 

19:30  Fall Theatrical Production, As You Like It, W. Shakespeare, Palmer Cultural Center  
  By reservation only

Saturday, November 10 — Highlights
08:30 – 10:00 Registration for late arrivals at Reception 

08:30 – 12:00     Family-Teacher Conferences in the Palestra. All teachers and faculty will be available for  
  brief meetings with families. Those wanting longer meetings are invited to schedule them  
  for Saturday afternoon. 

08.30 – 12.00     The College Counseling staff and IB Coordinator will be available in the Palestra for brief
  meetings. Longer meetings can be arranged for Friday, November 9 or Monday,   
  November 12 by e-mail prior to the weekend.

13:00 – 13:45     An overview of the Advanced Placement and the International  Baccalaureate Programs,  
  Palmer Center

13:50 – 14:20 An introduction to and overview of the TASIS College Counseling Program for families  
  of 9th and 10th Grade students, Palmer Cultural Center. 

14:25 – 14:55      An overview of the TASIS College Counseling program for families of 11th Grade   
  students explaining the differences in college and university options in the US, UK, and  
  Europe, Palmer Center

14.00 – 17:00    Athletic contests: 
14:00 Girls Soccer vs. Franklin College, SC Paradiso
15:00 Boys and Girls Volleyball vs. ISM, Palestra
16:00 Boys Soccer vs. FC Insema, SC Paradiso

19:30                  Fall Theatrical Production, As You Like It, W. Shakespeare, Palmer Cultural Center
  By reservation only

12th Grade in the Library
11th Grade in Monticello 1 & 2 
10th Grade in the Palmer Cultural Center
9th Grade in Monticello 11 
Middle School in the Belvedere Salon

Weekend Meal Times

Families attending the weekend are strongly encouraged to include students
whose families are not attending in plans for dinner or other outings.

Coffee, juice, and cookies are available throughout the weekend in the
De Nobili Dining Room.

http://www.tasis.ch
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-American-School-in-Switzerland-TASIS/157056260993829
https://twitter.com/TASIS_Lugano#
http://pinterest.com/tasislugano/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tasis-switzerland
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-American-School-in-Switzerland-TASIS/157056260993829
http://pinterest.com/tasislugano/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tasis-switzerland
https://twitter.com/TASIS_Lugano#
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campus news 

The Age of Wisdom
Dr. Michael Aeschliman, TASIS Foundation Board member 
and Curriculum Advisor, has just published an important new 
edition of Charles Dickens’s great novel on the French 
Revolution, A Tale of Two 
Cities. Dr. Aeschliman, who 
has loved Dickens since he 
was a child, also has an essay 
in the October 15, 2012 
issue of National Review 
commemorating the 200th 
anniversary of Dickens’s 
birth, “Dickens at 200.” He 
will also be interviewed about 
Dickens and his new book on 
an upcoming podcast. Click 
here for more about on Dr. 
Aeschliman’s new book and 
impressive writing career.

Headmaster Search Status
(Posted online - October 29, 2012)
The seven-member Headmaster Search Committee, of which 
each member has had at least a 30-year association with the 
School and which includes four TASIS alumni, completed the 
process of interviewing the nine semi-finalists in Alexandria, 
Virginia, the third weekend of October. There was a strong pool 
of semi-finalists chosen from 240 applicants for the position. 
Three finalists have been chosen, and their names and biographies 
will be provided to the TASIS community in due course. They 
will visit the school individually with their spouses November 
25 to December 5 and meet with administrators, teachers, staff, 
students, parents, and Board Directors. After these consultations, 
the final nomination of the next Headmaster for TASIS will be 
recommended for approval to the TASIS Board of Directors and 
the TASIS Foundation. The appointment of the next Headmaster 
for TASIS will be announced soon thereafter. 

Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63
Chairman of the Board and the Headmaster Search Committee

On Thursday, October 25, the Elementary School held 
its Fall Parent/Teacher conferences, and for the first time 
these meetings were in the Palestra. Since the Middle and 
High Schools were on Academc Travel, the gymnasium was 
open for use, giving our ES parents and teachers a venue 
well-suited to their needs. Most importantly, it ensured that 
parents with more than one child at TASIS were able to 
connect more easily with all of their children’s ES teachers 
at one time.

ES Conferences held in the Palestra

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1594
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campus news

E S  R e a d i n g  C l u b  I n f o E S  R e a d i n g  P h o t o  G a l l e r y 
( P a s s w o r d  R e q u r i e d )

TASIS ES Reading Clubs Explode
Everyone wants to read! The book club this year has grown so much 
that we split into two groups and invited 2nd Graders to join as well. 
The Hadsall library has been recently redone and is now a nice cozy 
cave, which is the perfect place for our young members to meet, 
especially now that the weather is getting colder. The clubs run at 
the same time and day, and both offer a themed snack that connects 
to the books they read. 

Last month, the Bookworms read a story about a guinea pig, and 
teacher Kelly Leagas planned “guinea pig snacks” of lettuce and 
carrot sticks. The other day when I was on lunch duty, I overheard a 
Bookworm telling her friend she was a guinea pig and proceeded to 
nibble on a leaf of lettuce from her plate. Healthy eating habits are a 
wonderful side benefit!

We appreciate the feedback we’ve received throughout the past two-
and-a-half years of book club. Some of our Bookworms have been 
participating since the beginning, and will be transitioning to Middle 
School this spring as voracious readers. Our goal has always been to 
create a love of reading, especially in English, in the early years.

Since so many of the mothers were waiting an hour for their children 
to get out of book club, I suggested they start their own. So far, they 
have read two books and have over 10 members. It’s never too late 
to become a reader!

Submitted by Julia Wilkins,
ES 3rd Grade Teacher and Reading Club Guru

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1081
http://www.smugmug.com/gallery/26350786_DbLMSz
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TASIS enjoys a well-deserved reputation for providing rigorous 
and comprehensive instruction in English. Although over 80% 
of the High School population does not have English as their first 
language, almost all TASIS graduates study at English-language 
colleges and universities. The EAL Department bears the primary 
responsibility for providing that academic preparation.

Instruction in English is not limited to grammar, vocabulary, 
literature, and writing. The competent use of English in an 
advanced academic environment also requires a broad and deep 
understanding of the cultural background and references that are in 
common use in the language. The most recent major programmatic 
addition to the TASIS EAL curriculum is the EAL Film Program 
for EAL levels 1, 2, & 3. Students in these EAL levels will have 
additional classroom instruction over several weekends during the 
school year that centers on well-known and well-regarded films in 
English. Some of these films are based on literary classics in English 
(e.g. Treasure Island, Animal Farm), but all have been selected to 
serve the dual purpose of enhancing academic English acquisition 
and expanding the cultural comprehension of the English-speaking 
world. The students will view short segments of a film, and then 
complete exercises and assignments with a teacher before moving 
on to the next section of the film. The assignments and discussions 
are designed to ensure that the students are developing their ability 

TASIS works hard to provide its community with exposure 
to speakers, artists, and musicians who bring their real-world 
experience and talents to campus. Our Cultural Events Calendar 
also gives students the opportunity to visit important exhibits, 
performances, and places to enhance their learning experience. 

This fall, we’ve had a number of unique opportunities, including 
classical concerts, lectures, and artists-in-residence (see page 33 for 
an article about Gina van Hoof ’96, guest photographer). The full 
Cultural Events calendar of events can be viewed here. 

The Senior Humanities Program (SHP) has begun, with its first 
guest in mid-October, Dr. Amy Lehman. Read about Amy’s visit 
to campus here. The next SHP guest is Dr. Janne Siren ’88 who 
is currently the Director of the Helsinki Art Museum, one of the 
largest cultural institutions in the Nordic region. 

EAL Film Program

High School Middle School
A Christmas Carol Bridge to Terabithia

The Count of Monte Cristo Hugo Cabret

Mr. Holland’s Opus Around the World in 80 Days

Huckleberry Finn A Christmas Carol

Dead Poets Society White Fang

Amistad Mr. Holland’s Opus

The Wizard of Oz Animal Farm

Oliver Twist

HS Weekends MS Weekends
October 19 - 21 October 19 - 21
November 16 - 18 November 16 - 18
February 15 - 17 January 18 - 20
March 15 - 17 April 12 - 14

Films that may be included in the MS/HS English-as-an-Addi-
tional-Language film program may include following:

Guests on Campus

to understand and use English, and also to ensure that their grasp 
of cultural ideas, mores, and concepts is increasing. The use of films 
provides the students with authentic exercise with the language, and 
an engaging entertainment perspective. 

Current Events Gallery 

campus news 

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1541
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_news/view.cfm?newsid=282
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?g=331
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HS Service Learning Fair

ES Field Trips

On Thursday, September 13 the Service 
Learning Groups set up tables filled with 
photographs, leaflets, and short laptop 
presentations to explain and encourage sign-
ups for the year. Each TASIS High School 
student is required to be involved with a 
Service Learning group while Service Learning 
is an important part of all three divisions at 
TASIS. 

Please click the following links for more 
information:  

HS Service Learning 
Fair Gallery

• Elementary School Service Learning
• Middle School Service Learning
• High School Service Learning 

campus news

Each year the Elementary School goes on a variety of class field 
trips. Recently the 4th and 5th Grades went to Parco San Grato in 
Carona. The 4th Graders worked on activities connected to their 
studies of maps, and 5th Graders focused on the classification 
systems in science.

A Spooky Night of Halloween Fun!

ES SmugMug Galleries
( P a s s w o r d  R e q u r i e d )

Fall Festival 2012 Gallery
( P a s s w o r d  R e q u r i e d )

Thanks to the efforts of our TASIS Parent Association volunteers, 
the Middle School, and HS Habitat for Humanity members, this 
year’s Fall Festival was an exciting night for all! From the clever 
decorations to the delightfully scary Haunted House, the event was 
a great night for our TASIS families. Proceeds from the sale of food 
and the silent auction go into the TPA’s annual Parents Fund.

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?g=414
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1509
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1479
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=358
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesES
http://www.smugmug.com/gallery/26125989_pQ9QVK
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So, what are you 
doing after TASIS?

Key Objectives of the University 
and College Counseling Office

— To provide students and parents a clear understanding 
of the various educational systems worldwide and the 
very different application and evaluation processes for 
the various systems.

— To provide students and parents a clear understanding 
of the university/college search and application process, 
especially the roles of parents, students, and the 
University and College Counseling Office.

— To provide accurate information, sound advice, and 
individual attention to each student and his or her 
parents.

— To support and assist each student through the 
university/college search, application, and decision-
making process.

— To serve as the strongest possible advocate for each 
student throughout the university/college search and 
application process.

— To educate students about the primacy of their own 
responsibility in the university/college search and 
application process.

— To develop and foster personal, positive relationships 
with college and university admissions officers.

— To ensure that information the University and College 
Counseling Office sends to college and university 
admissions offices is accurate, complete, and timely.

Naviance
The University and College Counseling Office uses the 
NAVIANCE system, a college admissions tool that helps 
students organize their data electronically. Log in to 
Naviance via the portals below: 

https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=tasissw
https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/auth/login/?hsid=tasissw
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Past College Visits to TASIS (2010-2012) 
American University
The American University of Paris
Barnard College
Bennington College 
Bentley University 
Boston University 
Business School Lausanne 
Colorado College
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Erasmus University 
European School of Economics 
European University Geneva 
Florida Institute of Technology
Fordham University
Glion Institute of Higher Education 
Hult International Business School
IE University
International University in Geneva 
LUISS Guido Carli University
Leman University Geneva
Loyola Marymount University
Loyola University Chicago
Lynn University 
Middlebury College
Mount Holyoke College

Northeastern University 
Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti Milano 
Paris College of Art 
Pennsylvania State University
Pomona College
Providence College 
Quest University, Canada
Regent’s College
Richmond University London
Ringling College of Art and Design 
Saint Louis University, Madrid
Savannah College of Art and Design 
Salve Regina University 
Suffolk College
Swiss Business School
Swiss School of Tourism and Hospitality 
Universita Bocconi 
University of the Arts London 
University of British Columbia 
University of Calgary
University College Utrecht
University of Miami 
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Webster University (Geneva) 

TASIS University and College Counseling Staff Family Weekend Presentations 
An introduction to and overview of the TASIS 
University and College Counseling Program will 
take place for families of 9th and 10th Grade 
students from 13:50 – 14:20 in the Palmer 
Cultural Center on Saturday, November 10.

An overview of the TASIS University and College 
Counseling program for families of 11th Grade 
students explaining the differences in college and 
university options in the US, UK, and Europe 
will take place from 14:25 – 14:55, also in the 
Palmer Center on Saturday, November 10.
 
Please take advantage of this opportunity to meet 
with the TASIS University and College Counselors.    Carroll Birk, University and College Counselor; Greg Birk, Director of University and College Counseling; 

Howard Stickley, IB Coordinator and UK University Counselor.
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“Getting used to a lack of public 
transport and Farmer Croc was 
a little harder than expected, 
but it has been so exciting to try 
all the new things that a liberal 
arts college offers. Even now, my 
TASIS experience influences me, 
as I continue to take advantage 
of the travel opportunities 
around New England, hike the 
surrounding mountains, and 
make friends from all over the 
world. I love taking advantage 
of the abundant opportunities 
I have, but it’s comforting to 
find a little bit of TASIS in 
everything.”

 - Tara Das ’12 
(United States)
Bates College

From TASIS to Beyond!

“These first months at 
Marangoni are just amazing; 
the people, the school and the 
teachers are fantastic, it’s more 
than I expected. Thanks to 
TASIS I realized how wonderful 
it is to meet international people 
and for this reason I decided 
to choose the English course. 
I would like to thank Ms. 
Nelson and Dr. Mauro for the 
outstanding skills they taught 
me in Photography and Art 
History; I’m currently studying 
both and their classes have 
helped me so much!”

- Vittoria Vitali ’12 
(Italy) 

Instituto Marangoni

“I just started to BU this semester, 
and I truly believe that coming 
from TASIS really helped me out 
in adapting to the new system 
here. The academic life in an 
American university is actually 
very similar to the academic life 
at TASIS, so compared to my 
friends who studied high school 
in different countries, adaptation 
was not a big deal for me. 
Moreover, I really see the benefits 
of certain classes that I took at 
TASIS, like AP Economics, Art 
History, and Modern History.” 

- Kerem Kamisli ’12 
(Turkey)

Boston University

After seniors graduate, we don’t often hear how things are going in their new lives. We 
contacted a random group from the Class of 2012 to catch up on their first few months 
of higher education. It’s been wonderful to hear from this group, and we encourage 
more of you to let us know how you’re doing!

“I am at NYU in the Liberal 
Studies Core Program, and I 
am studying in London my 
first year with 100 other NYU 
students. I love NYU. All of 
my classmates are so free and 
accepting. Also, everyone is very 
academically motivated, which 
makes topics of conversation 
very interesting. We often 
find ourselves in political and 
philosophical debates. All of 
the work that the TASIS seniors 
are doing now is very stressful, 
but worth it. I am so glad that 
I buckled down, studied, and 
concentrated on my college 
essays. TASIS prepared me very 
well for college life.”

- Lauren Stephenson ’12 
(United States)

New York University



10  eTASIS TODAY Fall 2012  11

From TASIS to Beyond!

“Only after graduating and 
becoming an university student 
I have come to the complete 
understanding of the superiority 
of education that I was given at 
TASIS. After the first written 
assessment my Personal 
Development professor came 
up to me and while shaking my 
hand said, ‘Artem, you are very 
well-educated.’ I stood there 
speechless.

TASIS’s ability to prepare 
students for college and university 
is indisputable. Not only does 
TASIS provide students with the 
possibility to enroll in any class 
they want to or need to, but 
it also provides a friendly and 
highly multicultural community, 
which makes students think and 
act differently, more respectfully, 
and more maturely.”

- Artem Bulashev ’12 
(Russia) 

Swiss Hotel Management School

“TASIS did great things for me, 
including teaching me the value 
of time management and a deep-
seeded love for learning. I also 
understand myself enough as a 
student to know how to learn 
material in a fashion that is 
best for me. My time in college 
thusfar has been trying but also 
exciting. I’ve had difficulties in 
finding the most optimal ways 
to get everything done and then 
some, but thanks to my TASIS 
education, I am more confident 
in my abilities to understand 
concepts and am able to allocate 
my time better in getting my 
work done. College, for me, is 
more like TASIS 2.0. It expands 
on the foundation which TASIS 
has paved for me, and acts as a 
great next chapter in my life.”

 - Michael Davis ’12 
(United States) 

New College of Florida

“My first few months at Bocconi 
have been great. Luckily, the 
transition from TASIS to Bocconi 
has not been as brutal for me as it 
would probably have been if I had 
gone to school in the US. There 
is always something to do in 
Milan and especially the first few 
weeks there was no time to just 
sit down and be bored. People 
at the university are very nice 
and open and the course I am 
attending is very international so 
I felt at ease immediately. What 
has also helped is that many other 
students from TASIS are also 
attending Bocconi, and since we 
have had the same experiences, 
we understand each other’s 
difficulties and can relate to each 
other. This, of course, has not 
prevented us from meeting other 
people and socializing, but it has 
indeed helped us all to feel more 
secure since a sense of our own 
small TASIS community is now 
in Milan.”

- Chiara Billi ’12 
(Italy) 

Bocconi 

“Bentley has so far been a pleasant 
experience. The academics are 
rigorous, but TASIS has prepared 
me well and has even put me 
ahead in certain subjects, such 
as economics, math, and history. 
Without College Counseling, 
I would never had landed at 
Bentley, as the Birks insisted that 
I apply there even though I was, 
at first, hesitant to do so. My time 
at TASIS also has helped me deal 
with dorm life. I shared a suite 
with three other roommates at 
TASIS, so I got used to living 
with others. Though Bentley is a 
fun experience, nothing will be as 
fun as TASIS, which is a unique 
experience and one which I wish 
I could do all over again.”

- Alexis de Bruin ’12 
(United States/France) 

Bentley University
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A Uniform Solution
After many years of Dress Code Dramas – from upturned collars to 
heel height – TASIS has introduced a sharp new High School uniform. 
Consisting of a variety of coordinating items, the uniforms have brought 
a, well, uniform look to campus each academic day. Our students were 
a part of the decision-making process, voting after a fashion show last 
spring and suggesting accessories that would help them express their 
individuality. So far nearly everyone has been on board. Indeed, most 
students are delighted that they get 
an extra few minutes of sleep in the 
mornings since they don’t have to 
worry about figuring out what to wear!

From Pre-K to Post Graduate, every TASIS student is now 
connected by a crest and a tie or a pleated skirt
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A Uniform Solution

Uniform Information

From Pre-K to Post Graduate, every TASIS student is now 
connected by a crest and a tie or a pleated skirt

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1552
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Mathematics.  
How does that word make you feel? Does it elicit a 
sense of pride, of satisfaction? Does it make you smirk, 
roll your eyes, and heave a heavy sigh? Or does it spark 
heart-thumping fear and trepidation? Or, perhaps, a 
mixture of all three?

We use math every day in ways we don’t even realize; to figure out how 
late we’re running, or how much milk to put in our coffee. We use math 
to pay for things, to cook, to schedule our time. The “story problem” was 
created to show us just how common mathematics is in our daily lives.

Today’s students haven’t known a world without Excel, Google, and 
the Internet. They use math in a way that the generation before only 
began to grasp in the later part of their youth. Math, one of the oldest 
fields of study, is always evolving to meet our human needs and the 
fundamentals of the subject are critical knowledge for those who will 
transform our future. 

At strong liberal arts schools, like TASIS, it’s important to provide 
students with a solid mathematics foundation as our graduates approach 
university. A particularly positive aspect of the TASIS math curriculum 
is the variety of courses on offer, ensuring that everyone is challenged 
appropriately.

So how does one design a curriculum to suit the variety of learners who 
approach mathematics? Jim Shields, TASIS Mathematics Department 
Head, has been teaching math to TASIS students for 12 years, and 
considers curriculum design a tricky business. “My approach to 
curriculum is to start by thinking about the end. The question of what 
students should know when they graduate is very important in planning 
a curriculum. Of course the answer is different for different students.”

it all adds up



14  eTASIS TODAY Fall 2012  15



16  eTASIS TODAY Fall 2012  17

At the high school level, TASIS uses a 
system of mathematics “tracks”, which are 
tailored to the needs of students who find 
math satisfying, smirk-worthy, or spine-
chilling. These cover everything from basic 
general and integrated math courses to AP 
Calculus and Statistics and International 
Baccalaureate courses. One of the future 
challenges TASIS faces is how to ensure 
elementary-aged students are receiving 
the mathematical education that will best 
prepare them for the high school track that 
suits them.

Tracks are determined by a variety of 
factors – not just how the students respond 
to the word ‘mathematics’. A student’s 
grade level and aspirations for his or her 
future are a major contribution, as is the 
time the student will spend at TASIS. 
Currently, students are placed based on 
their transcripts, then are given placement 
tests. “These, together with regular 
homework and quizzes during the first 
week, give us a good sense of the student’s 
placement, and we take care of any 
adjustments the first week,” Jim says.

“Our current curriculum, apart from the 

AP and IB courses, has been in place for 
the better part of 7 or 8 years,” Jim adds. 

“I am, however, taking a hard look at the 
transition from the Middle School to the 
High School. One of my goals for the year 
is to smooth this transition and to provide 
good tracks for both stronger and weaker 
students from Grades 7 through 10.”

At TASIS, the mathematics courses are 
fairly well-defined in their focus. Each 
course has a book which fits into a 
sequence of books that TASIS feels makes 
sense for a developing mathematics student. 

“Of course, all teachers have their favorite 
topics and approaches for each topic. Some 
will use calculators more than others, for 
example, but first and foremost, every 
student in a given course should have the 
same set of skills and understandings when 
they leave that course regardless of the 
section and teacher to which they were 
assigned,” Jim says. 

Perhaps of all subjects, mathematics 
requires a certain type of teacher. 

“Experience and flexibility are very 
important, as our student body is like none 
they’ve seen before. We need teachers who 

can find common denominators — bad 
pun, I know — amongst their students 
and who can forge a coherent classroom 
experience in a short time,” he adds. “We 
also look for teachers who can do all the 
rest of the things a boarding school requires 
as well as teach mathematics well. The 
whole experience has to work well. When 
I interview a candidate on Skype I like 
to hear them talk about their boarding 
experience, too.”

And for those teachers who are stuck with 
the terrified students? “There is a wide 
range of responses to this situation, I am 
sure, from get used to it, this is a discipline, 
to let’s make a game out of this difficult topic,” 
Jim says, laughing. “Different groups 
of students sometimes require different 
approaches, but we do not have any 
particular policy on when it is appropriate 
to crack the whip or to play games.” So 
what does Mr. Shields do in his courses? 

“Me? I don’t play games, but that’s me and 
Higher Level Mathematics for you.”

Download and read about TASIS 
Mathematics Courses in the 2012-2013 
Course Catalogue.

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/hs_course_offerings_2012-13?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/hs_course_offerings_2012-13?mode=window&backgroundColor=%23222222


16  eTASIS TODAY Fall 2012  17

Beyond the Book

Mathematics education has moved far beyond the world of slide rules and flash cards. 
Thanks to technology, today’s children are immersed in math-related activities that 
foster a healthy relationship with this once dreaded subject. “Math isn’t taught the same 
way that it was 20 years ago,” says Kelly Leagas, TASIS Elementary and Middle School 
Mathematics Coordinator. “The activities are different. We use iPad apps and creative 
learning games to help teach concepts. Children tend to see math as a fun subject.” 

TASIS uses Singapore Math, a language-based program that helps children make 
connections between pictures, words, and numbers in the lower grade levels. “It moves 
from the concrete to the pictorial to the abstract,” Kelly says, “with a focus on mental 
math strategies. The program drives all ability levels and is a cumulative program 
that revisits concepts covered in the past by connecting strands of mathematics.”

Created in Singapore when local schools couldn’t find a math program they liked 
enough to adopt, Singapore Math draws from the best practices of math instructional 
ideas from around the world. “This is why TASIS uses it,” Kelly says. “It is very 
good at developing number sense and problem-solving skills for children.”

Within the context of Singapore Math, our ES and MS teachers are given a 
degree of freedom to help teach concepts. “Teachers employ lots of different 
activities – it’s not just answering questions in textbooks,” Kelly says. For example, 
in the ES they will do ‘sprints’, where students answer as many questions as 
they can in one minute; they’ll tackle a word problem; they’ll play with an iPad 
app. MS math classes are a bit more formal, but teachers still incorporate as 
many different activities as possible with a large focus on problem-solving.

(Continued on the next page.)

Creative Teaching
• Singapore Math uses ‘manipulatives’ 
(objects) to help children understand 
concepts. Place value is particularly 
important and students use small discs 
when learning, for example, that ten ones 
are the same as one ten.

• One class created factor rainbow posters 
to help them successfully remember and 
visualize what factors are. 

• Tarsia jigsaws encourage students to 
practice concepts without the traditional 
way of answering questions from a 
textbook (photo, above left).

• Teachers engage children with Jeopardy-
style games to review before a test.

• Peer teaching involves students explaining 
concepts to each other, ensuring they 
really understand what they are learning.

• MMI whiteboards help teachers to know 
what concepts students understand, and 
children enjoy interacting in class.

(Continued on the next page.)
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Resources for Parents
Model Drawing Websites:
www.thinkingblocks.com
www.ictgames.com
www.thesingaporemaths.com

Math Websites:
www.thinkingblocks.com
www.amathsdictionaryforkids.com
www.ictgames.com
www.aamath.com
www.internet4classrooms.com
www.mathdrill.com
www.funbrain.com
www.sumdog.com

Recommended Math Apps:
Greg Tang Math
Kakooma

Elementary School classes are broken into five distinct segments, totaling roughly 50 
minutes for a lesson. Five minutes are spent on mental math, 15 on teacher-directed 
learning, 10  on an activity, 10 on model drawing, and the final 10 on independent 
practice. This structure aims to create five competencies: number facts, number sense, 
finding patterns, visualization, and communication.

So how can parents help their children expand their mathematical worlds? “Math 
websites are great for practicing concepts,” says Kelly. “Playing number games also 
can help. But most important is attitude. Research shows that if parents have a 
negative attitude about math, children will as well.” Kelly feels that Singapore Math 
and technology help foster an exciting atmosphere. “Children like to celebrate their 
successes,” she says. “The TASIS program is very good at building children’s skills so 
they can see their progress and feel proud of their accomplishments.”

• iPad apps include games and 
activities to build number sense.

• Teachers also ask students to create 
their own questions and answers to 
share with other students to help 
everyone review.

• Real-life problem solving activities 
help make links between math in the 
classroom and math that is used in 
daily life.

• Teachers use math websites to review 
and play games linked to topics 
covered in class.

• Dice, dominoes, and number cards 
are used in games to help build 
number sense.

Creative Teaching (continued)

(Continued from page 17)

http://gregtangmath.com/
http://www.kakooma.com
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Approaching a KenKen
It’s not common that our students gossip about 
math class, but this year one teacher has found a 
way to engage students that they also discuss after 
class. “It has long bothered me that students have to 
move from one class to another and immediately be 
asked to think in an entirely different way,” says IB 
Mathamatics 1/AP Calculus teacher Charlie Williams. 
He uses KenKen puzzles at the beginning of each 
class to get his students thinking about math and 
numbers.

Created by a Japanese math teacher in 2004, 
KenKens are logic and arithmetic puzzles based 
on a grid. The goal is to fill a grid with digits so 
that no digit appears more than once in any row or 
column. Grids range from 3x3 to 9x9 but Charlie sticks to the 3x3 puzzles with his students. 

“Originally, these took the students about 10 minutes to complete, although most can now 
do them in under four,” Charlie says. “They also have a review question on the back of their 
KenKen that allows them to move more easily into the topics we will be covering. KenKens 
allow students a little time to change gears and to start thinking about math.”  
(See www.kenken.com for more information.)

M S / H S  A c a d m i c s  G a l l e r y

E S  I n  t h e  C l a s s r o o m 
( P a s s w o r d  r e q u i r e d )

Judy Williams is a 1st Grade teacher at TASIS, and in October she introduced KenKens to her 
students. “The kids loved the challenge, and I will certainly keep using them in class.”

1st Grade Math...
with iPads!

Carol Anklan’s 1st Graders love to 
study math with their iPads. The 
students supplement their regular math 
work with iPad math time. Students 
go at their own speed, can check their 
answers and go back and try again 
when they get stuck. Parents have 
their students’ login and password 
information, so they are able to track 
how their child is doing and also let 
them work on the iPad at home.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesMSandHS/An-Academic-Day-at-TASIS/25623511_kPQPwn#!i=2115301155&k=DKcQkL2
http://www.smugmug.com/gallery/26126256_N5TWHV
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Drama Queen
“Our goal is to make something beautiful happen, in an exciting, 

illuminating, entertaining way for cast, crew, and audience alike.”

“I’ve always had a love of text, a love of teaching, and a love of theater and the process 
of putting up a show for an audience,” says Valerie Carlson, Drama Teacher, who took 
over the TASIS Drama Department this fall. Since staging her first variety show as a 
6th Grader, she has gone on to work for such renowned companies as the Arena Stage, 
the Folger Shakespeare Theatre, and the Washington National Opera. “I bring those 
experiences of real-world theater into my classroom and rehearsal hall,” she says.

Since leaving professional theater for educational theater, Valerie spent 10 years at 
Connelly School of the Holy Child in Potomac, Maryland, then three years at the Emma 
Willard School in Troy, New York. She focuses on theater, rather than drama – analyzing 
a text in order to design, direct, and produce it, rather than merely studying it on a page. 

“Plays are meant to be lived up on their feet, and that’s where we learn so much about 
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“Our goal is to make something beautiful happen, in an exciting, 

illuminating, entertaining way for cast, crew, and audience alike.”

   

what the playwright intended,” she says. 
Valerie sees theater as a niche field, where 
people with any interests find a creative 
outlet. Most importantly, however, is the 
collaboration between all the elements that 
come together to create a performance. 

“Theater does not exist in a vacuum, 
even for a one-person show,” Valerie 
explains. “Even the audience is part of that 
collaboration.” 

Valerie enjoys doing Shakespeare at the 
high-school level. “I enjoy seeing the 

demystification of his works. Shakespeare 
was deeply profound and adept at getting 
an innovative message across while still 
creating theater for the masses.” Valerie 
enjoys watching students take ownership 
of iambic pentameter, the characters, and 
the messages in Shakespeare’s plays, and 
is delighted that his works are taught in 
TASIS English courses as well.

TASIS is beginning to feel like home to 
Valerie, her husband, and their nine-year-
old son. She is well aware of the challenges 

of putting on a production at TASIS – not 
least the busy schedules of the students! 
Along with teaching theater skills, Valerie 
is focusing on teaching students about 
the commitment that theater involves. 

“Just like in a team sport, everyone is 
important individually but it’s not about 
the individuals, it’s about responsibility to 
the group.” She is enjoying seeing passion 
for theater come alive, and watching the 
students grow in their understanding of 
the process. 

“Theater does not 

exist in a vacuum, 

even for a one-person 

show,”  Valerie 

explains. “Even the 

audience is part of 

that collaboration.”

          - Valerie Carlson 

TASIS presents

As You Like It
By William Shakespeare
November 8 - 10, 2012
19:30 The Palmer Cultural Center
For reservations please email: 
samantha.forrest@tasis.ch 
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Best in Show - The Spanish Steps (Rome) Tudor Cracin ’13

You’re never fully dressed without a smile (Venice) Emma Merz ’15 Loneliness (Venice) Tatiana Kochan ’14
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In Their Eyes Student Photography from Academic Travel

Each fall and spring, TASIS students take to the road 
and travel throughout Europe on Academic Travel trips. 
Almost everyone has a camera in hand as they discover 
and learn about their destinations. So this fall, we 
decided to run a photography contest, and students 
entered over 50 photos! These pages contain the winning 
photographs selected from the many beautiful and 
moving images our students provided. All entries can be 
viewed in the Academic Travel Photo Contest gallery on 
the TASIS SmugMug. 

Photographs from the Fall and Spring Academic Travel 
trips will be included in a book, designed and produced 
by the students and available for purchase. Details about 
this project will be available in the spring. Many more 
Academic Travel photos will soon be placed online, but 
these pages will give some idea of what inspires our 
students during Academic Travel.

Best in Show - The Spanish Steps (Rome) Tudor Cracin ’13

Ms. Schumacher (Munich) Kathy Hu ’14 Freshly hand-picked olives (Environmental Club) Justina Streit ’15

Evening in Venice (Venice) Tim Schmid ’15

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesMSandHS/Academic-Travel-Photography/26371109_PZ2HP5#!i=2198701364&k=M8bmqLq
http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
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A c a d e m i c  T r a v e l  P h o t o g r a p h y 
C o n t e s t  G a l l e r y

History (Rome) Yu Kanamaru ’13

Please (Florence) Miller Marcus ’15

Venice Night Life (Venice) Tomson Carroll ’15

Enjoying an Espresso (Venice) Taylor Tomasso ’13

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesMSandHS/Academic-Travel-Photography/26371109_PZ2HP5#!i=2198701364&k=M8bmqLq
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An Endless Prison (Munich) Yasemin Akcal ’15

Spiral (Bern) Chihiro Hanawa ’13

Resting Gondolas (Venice) Kyla Altbart ’15 Autumn Leaves (Bern) Chiara Ravailoli ’15

Watchful (Venice) Taylor Tomasso ’13

Museum’s Illusion (Rome) Tudor Cracin  ’13

Face of  Rome (Rome) Tudor Cracin  ’13
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The quotations below are as varied as the individuals who provided 
them, but it seems a thread of inspiration is present in everyone’s 
answers: the spectacular, awe-inspiring natural beauty that 
surrounds the campus inspires creativity, recharges our batteries, and 
encourages balance.     

Working on photographs, chatting on 
Facebook, and cruising the Internet.
  - Tudor Cracin ’13

Going out to eat with friends away from campus.
- Gaby Toca Robles Martinez ’15

Being outside really refreshes me. I 

especially like hiking, running, and 

swimming. If I have more than a 

few hours, my favorite activity is 

camping out, or sleeping in a hut in 

the Alps.

 - Arrington McCoy, 
History Teacher, Science Teacher

A Balancing Act
Weekdays begin with breakfast, then classes, then lunch, then more classes, then activities, 

advisor time, Service Learning, sports, homework, dinner, study hall, then lights-out. Weekends 

feature a number of activities, from standardized tests to college counseling workshops to 

academic tutoring to weekend trips to sports tournaments. The pace can be frenetic, buzzy, 

exhilarating. Balancing everything takes skill and focus and energy.

I walk ‘the beast’, my Rhodesian Ridgeback. Dogs unite walkers; I 

meet so many people while walking my dog. Conversations start, 

as people have an immediate bond due to their love of dogs. I also 

watch movies, or sit by the fire and read.  If given the chance I would 

love to spend more time with my granchildren!               

       - Adele McLeod, Nurse

   
  

I recharge by connecting with nature. I 

love walking in the woods and listening 

to the sounds of nature: birds, wind, rain. 

Cooking also makes me happy. I love to 

share what I cook with friends. Meditation 

is another way to recharge my batteries.

- Sara Soncina 
Elementary School Assistant Head

I like to hang out with friends and sleep.
- Miller Marcus ’15

I enjoy creative activities, such as 

scrapbooking and making handmade 

cards. I also enjoy reading and watching 

historical documentaries. I love travel 

and a glass of wine outdoors. I also 

update my Axl Rose fanpage.

- Zuleika Tipismana, 
Alumni and Development Officer
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Another core thread that unites most of our community is enjoying the outdoors 

through exercise – walking, hiking, and especially running. We’ve shared the 

triumphs of our TASIS runners in the past, but one special event has really taken 

off this fall. Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings at 6:15 a group of 

hardcore runners meet outside Scuderia to welcome the day together on their 

rubber soles. Every group varies, but always includes students, staff, and faculty, 

and fosters a bond as they share in this experience together.

“My loyal core of student morning runners are working hard to get more of 

their friends to start their Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays by enjoying some 

fresh air, beautiful morning scenery, exercise, and social time,” says Greg Birk, 

Director of University and College Counseling and runner extraordinaire (we 

covered Greg’s obsession with running uphill in the June 2011 eTASIS Today). 

“Twenty different students have shown up, all with differing abilities, so I’ve 

added a number of different options that are safe and well-lit, from 3K to 8K.”

Running for the Hills..really early!

Teaching 5- and 6-year-olds can be a challenge, especially with the long 

academic day. To rejuvenate, I love the ‘walk and talk’ hour after school 

with adults only. I love to do jigsaw puzzles and spend at least an hour every 

winter day mesmerized in a puzzle of at least 1,000 pieces, usually a picture 

of a place I would like to visit. I also love Spinning, Zumba, or step aerobic 

workouts with loud, good, sing-a-long music, so I can sweat and sing at 

the same time. I also love to grow things. I name my plants, so I can talk to 

them. They seem to like it and they don’t talk back – I love that part!

   - Carol Hinchliff, Kindergarten Teacher

My batteries always get recharged when outside. 

Given my location in Montagnola, I frequently take 

to the wooded trails and nearby mountains for some 

walking and hiking. The sights and smells of the area 

just can’t be beat.

                          - Todd Matthew 
English Department Chair and English Teacher

A Balancing Act
Writing and playing music.
Gabriele Sforza, MS Intern



An SGIS Tournament to remember!

The varsity boys soccer team followed an unlikely path to emerge 
as champions of the annual SGIS tournament. In their opening 

game, vs. Inter-Community School of Zurich, the Tigers scored two goals 
in each half and surrendered only one goal on their way to a convincing 
4-1 victory. The TASIS goals were scored by Thomas Vila Wertheim ’14, 
Pepe Gallo ’13, Nathaniel Brener ’15, and Maurizio Cremi ’14. Perhaps 
overconfident and definitely devoid of energy, the team unfortunately lost 
its second qualifying game of the day, a 4-0 pounding by the International 
School of Zug and Luzern. Because Institut Montana’s team had pulled out 
of the tournament, the one win was enough to carry the Tigers into the 
next round on Sunday, as the second seed from their pool. 

“What a weekend of soccer for the boys! 

Mix in a bit of rain, a few snowflakes, a few 

missing players and injuries, and what do you 

get — a determined team with some great 

effort to bring home the championship.”

After regulation the score was tied 1-1. After two five-minute overtime periods, the score remained tied. After five penalty kicks the score remained tied. And on the seventh penalty shot…

A n  S G I S  C h a m p i o n s h i p  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesMSandHS/SGIS-Boys-Championship-Game/26279972_kgZ9Dv#!i=2188601312&k=F8PnMps


An SGIS Tournament to remember!

After regulation the score was tied 1-1. After two five-minute overtime periods, the score remained tied. After five penalty kicks the score remained tied. And on the seventh penalty shot…
Sunday’s semi-final vs. first-ranked Zurich International School (ZIS) 
proved to be a nail-biter. Playing with no substitutes in a defensive, 
counter-attacking posture, the Tigers took advantage of an early 
breakaway goal by Daniel Somuano ’14 and shifted into an even more 
defensive formation, warding off dozens of shots from a high-powered 
and increasingly frantic ZIS attack, and managing to hold on to the lead 
for the remaining 40 minutes of the game. The defense, led by goalie 
Guilherme d’Oery ’15, made many heroic saves.

In the championship game that afternoon against International 
School of Basel (ISB), TASIS fought and clawed and managed to 

hold the potent ISB attack to a single goal, which came in the second 
half, following a critical defensive mistake. With only a few minutes 
remaining, Paolo Palma ’14 shot the ball around the wall on a direct 
free kick and tied the game, 1-1. During the two overtime periods, 
both teams had several near misses, but there were no goals, sending the 
game to a penalty shootout. Vila, Gallo, Austin Renauldi ’13, Somuano, 
and Brener all made their penalty kicks, but the winner came on the 
seventh kick, as Anton Alyakin ’15 calmly buried his shot in the left side 
netting while his Basel counterpart missed high, launching the team 
into hysterical celebration and bringing TASIS its first boys SGIS soccer 
championship in memory. 
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TASIS Fielded Three Teams at SGIS
The JV boys squad faced the varsity teams of every school in 
the tournament, which gave them a great opportunity to play 
against tough teams. Goals were difficult to come by, but the 
experience and playing time was well worth their efforts.

The varsity girls also fielded a team in the tourney, playing their 
first match against the Inter-Community School - Zurich, and the 
Tigers took a while to warm up to the match. Unfortunately, the 
end of the first half left the Tigers down 
3-0 and while the second 25 minutes of 
play was much more intense they couldn’t 
recover the three goals. Their second 
match against International School Zug 
and Luzern (ISZL) was a completely 
different story as the team showed up to 
play from the start. TASIS shut down the 
ISZL offense and Molly Hercules ’16 made 
several clutch saves. The game ended in a 
tie, 0-0. Sunday’s matches against Zurich 
and Basel were also well-played as defense 
stayed strong and 
allowed only one goal 
in the first game and 
one in the second. 
The downfall was that 
the team couldn’t get 
the ball on net and 
ended with only a 
handful of on-net 
shots throughout 
the four games. The 
team’s play improved 
a great deal from 
when they played 
these four teams in September and while TASIS didn’t 
come up with any wins, the tournament proved that the 
team has come a long way this season. We are proud of 
their improvements!  (Submitted by Coach Putnam)

A t h l e t i c  Te a m  P a g e s .

S G I S  T o u r n a m e n t  G a l l e r y

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=298
http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?g=421
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Boys Volleyball Wins SGIS!

On Friday, November 2, the TASIS Volleyball team participated 
in the annual SGIS tournament hosted by Leysin American 
School (LAS) with nine other teams. After a five-hour drive the 
day before, TASIS started the first game at 9:20 and finished 
the last match at 17:30, and showed focus and concentration 

throughout the very long day. There were many games and 
amazing play throughout the tournament. Read the entire 
tournament recap on the Boys Volleyball Team page on the 
TASIS Website. Congratulations to the TASIS Tigers for a 
fantastic day of volleyball! 

Girls Volleyball Finishes Fourth

The girls had a wonderful showing at the SGIS Tournament, too. Out of fifteen 
teams the Tigers finished in a very respectable fourth place. Please read the recap 
of their entire tournament play on the Girls Volleyball page on the website.

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=298&teamID=29&event=343&show=recap
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=298&teamID=29&event=343&show=recap
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=37&teamID=7&event=344&show=recap
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Settling into Şahenk
It did not take long for the Şahenk Arts 
Center to become an important part of the 
life at TASIS. The art rooms are used day and 
night by our MS and HS art classes, Yearbook 
staff, a variety of clubs, and advisor groups. 
The new Palestrina is home to the ES physical 
education courses, which gives our MS and 
HS more space in the Palestra for classes and 
sports. The building is a wonderful addition 
to campus.

S a h e n k  A r t s  C e n t e r 
P h o t o  G a l l e r y

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesMSandHS/Sahenk-Center-for-the-Arts/26371225_kphnZX#!i=2198719361&k=J8R4FL4
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An Alumni Artist-in-Residence
Photographer Gina van Hoof ’96 challenged TASIS students with work on identity

Gala Honorees Announced
Rei Inamoto ’92  - Chief Creative Officer at AKQA
Chih-Kang Tou ’94 - Photographer
Steve Maloney PG’61 - Artist
Mary Kelton Seyfarth PG’66 - Sculptor
Barry Iverson ’74 - Photographer
Umit Benan Sahin ’98 - Fashion designer
Eda Aksoy ’05 - Photographer/Auction Organizer 
David Badgley - Former Faculty
Horst Dürrschmidt - Former Faculty
Mark Aeschliman - Former Faculty

Settling into Şahenk

It is such a wonderful thing to have an alumnus artist to come back and give 
the students the perspectives gained after working in the “real world”. Gina van 
Hoof ’96 currently lives and works out of Belgium as a photographer. Her work 
encompasses a wide range of projects with both photography and mixed media. 
Gina was here almost an entire week working with beginning photographers to 
the second-year IB Visual Arts students. See images of her visit.

Gina gave a number of workshops on bookmaking. Many IB students and 
faculty attended and were able to make beautiful handmade books. Gina 
often uses handmade books to display and present her photographs. 

View Gina’s work on her website: www.ginavanhoof.com

Grand Opening of the 
Ferit Şahenk ’83 Arts Center

May 11, 2013
TASIS Campus, Lugano

View the Save the Date card here.

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2012-2013ImagesMSandHS/Artist-in-Residence-Gina-van/26280255_7Pmcg2#!i=2188705732&k=VqGr7t5
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/ferit__ahenk__83_arts_center_save_the_date?mode=window&viewMode=singlePage&backgroundColor=%23222222
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All-School Reunion
November 17, 2012 
New York City
18:00 - 21:00
Casa Italiana at Columbia University
1161 Amsterdam Avenue

Young Alumni Reunion in Boston
February 9, 2013
Hosted by Michael Ulku-Steiner
Other ‘young-at-heart’ alumni in the area are also welcome!
More information to follow. 

All-School Reunion  
March 8, 2013
Washington D.C.  
1800 - 20:30 
The Swiss Ambassador’s Residence
2920 Cathedral Parkway NW

Grand Opening of the Ferit Şahenk ’83 Arts Center
May 11, 2013 
TASIS Campus, Lugano

Class of 1983   — 30th anniversary reunion 
in conjunction with the Arts Center Opening.
May 10-11, 2013 
TASIS Campus, Lugano
Contact Jim Carroll at jamesacarroll3@gmail.com for more info

Classes of 1964 and 1963 – 50-Year Reunion
April 5, 2014
New York
Contact Joe Cook jacook4646@comcast.net
Judy Yale yaletrade@aol.com or
Marta Babson mbabson@hotmail.com for more information.

Alumni Reunions, Events and News
The TASIS Post Graduate Class of  ’61 celebrated their 50th 
(plus one) reunion in Chicago, from September 19-21, 2012. 
The weather was perfect for their Architectural Boat Tour, trip to 
Millennium Park, and the Art Institute visit. It was a wonderful, 
fun, and memorable time of reconnecting and reminiscing. The 
hope is that it is just the beginning of many more reunions.
   

Left to right: Patricia Elson Altopher, Liz Harris Pritchard, Mimi 
Trieschmann Nesbit, Steve Maloney, Betsy Brown Phillips, John Taylor, 
Joyce Nassar, and Martha Sproat Fields

The group stops for a photo by the the Chicago River after completing ninety 
minute Architecture Foundation tour on the boat named Chicago’s First Lady.
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Recently a Facebook post caught the eye of the TASIS community. Earlyups 
is an online ski magazine that showcases exciting photo and video content 
on a daily basis. The name “Earlyups” means that you are first in line for the 
the lifts, but without actually having to wait in line. This is what Earlyups is 
all about: easy access to the best content in skiing. It happens that a name 
familiar to some recent TASIS students/faculty was featured in Earlyups, 
Sierra Quitiquit ’07. 

Sierra was at TASIS during her junior year (2005-2006) and is being featured 
in clothing company American Eagle’s Holiday 2012 campaign. She has also 
just scored a double page spread in Ski Magazine’s October issue. 

Familiar Face in Holiday Ad Campaign
Eric Allyn (faculty 1986-88) visited campus in 
October 2012 for the first time since 1988. He 
was impressed by the vast expansion of the campus 
 — Monticello was the newest building in his day. 
During his visit Eric enjoyed spending time with 
his erstwhile TASIS colleagues, including Mark 
Aeschliman, Paul Greenwood, Bill Eichner, and 
Howard Stickley. 
Eric cherishes the 
memory of his two 
years at TASIS as a 
valuable hiatus prior 
to working with the 
family firm, Welch-
Allyn, which he 
always accepted as 
his destiny. With a 
chuckle, he remembers 
interviewing for TASIS with Chris Frost, and 
telling him that he could only spare two years; to 
which Chris replied “Eric, we only WANT you 
for two years!” Eric has kept in touch with former 
TASIS faculty member, Pieter Mulder, who is the 
Director of College Counseling at the Berkshire 
School where Eric’s youngest daughter is currently 
a freshman.

In October, Nan Brooke ’60 and Diana Sears 

Panconesi ’60 visited Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63 
at Mrs. Fleming’s home in Capitignano. “The view is 
spectacular and the weather was perfect for lunch al 
fresco,” Nan says of their visit. Nan has been Librarian 
at the Hirshhorn Museum Library,  a branch of the 
Smithsonian Institution Libraries, since 1971. The 
library has a small collection (c. 63,000) of books 
on modern and contemporary art, many in foreign 
languages. They also have a special collection of artists’ 
books made by artists in the museum collection.

“Inspired by their passion 

& enthusiasm, we took 

eight individuals on a 

journey to the wilds of 

Oregon.”

    - American Eagle Outfitters

Watch Sierra’s story and feature on the American Eagle Blog.

http://www.earlyups.com
http://www.ae.com/blog/
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Forever
Changed

Gale-force winds on the night of October 29 did major damage in Montagnola. One of 
the casualties was the beautiful 120-year-old tree near the entrance of Casa Fleming.
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The tree was outside my office window. 
Every day I saw its branches, and as a 
photographer, watching the light dance 
among them during the day was a source of 
endless inspiration.

As the seasons changed the light in my 
office shifted, from the golden color of fall 
to the bright white of winter snow and the 
green leaves of full summer.

One day I noticed a bird sitting a few feet 
from me, in the tree. My camera is always 
nearby, so I began shooting through my 
office window. Once I started to notice the 
birds, I could not stop shooting them. I am 
glad I took the time. 

It feels empty right now as I 
look out my window.

I miss the tree.

-Kim Nelson

Photo by Natasha Watson ’12
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