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Stay connected with TASIS!

Leadership is an interesting concept at a school like TASIS. Our international population brings with 
it varying definitions of what makes a leader. TASIS is lucky to have countless opportunities available 
for students who wish to lead. Proctors are given specific responsibilities in the dormitories and on 
campus and are chosen by adults who trust their potential. Our elected Student Council members act 
as liaisons between students and the administration. Sports captains unite and motivate their teams 
to do their best on the pitch, court, or field. Activities such as Model UN and the TASIS Leadership 
Academy give students insight into global leadership, both in theory and in reality. 

Other leadership roles aren’t so prominent, but are equally as important in their quiet ways. Our 
IB and AP scholars set fine examples for other students of how to balance intensive academics with 
extracurricular activities. This year, students have taken the initiative to lead activities new to campus. 
TASIS again has a newspaper, The Roar, a student-led publication. We also have an a capella group 
started by students that continues to grow. Seeing these ideas flourish is inspiring to students and 
adults alike. Enjoy this issue it explores leadership at many levels.

https://www.youtube.com/user/tasisswitzerland
https://twitter.com/TASIS_Lugano
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-American-School-in-Switzerland-TASIS/157056260993829
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tasis-switzerland
http://tasis-roads.tumblr.com
http://instagram.com/tasislugano
http://www.pinterest.com/tasislugano/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/
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Celebrate the Campo Science Center

Don’t miss the 
‘Mad About Science’ Gala Dinner

organized by the TASIS Parent Association
to benefit the Science Center

Saturday, April 25, 2015
19:00  - cocktails & tour of the Campo Science Center

20:00 - Gala Dinner in the TASIS Palestra

Find out more at www.tasis.ch/tpagala

Address by Dr. Benjamin W. Schumacher
World-Renowned Quantum Physicist

Professor of Physics, Kenyon College, Ohio
Fellow of the American Physical Society

Reception on the Hamblin Terrace
&

Campo Science Center Open House

Join teams of TASIS students in the Science Competition
Sign up & RSVP to yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch by April 20, 2015Join us for the 

Inaugural Convocation
Thursday, April 23, 2015 ● Palmer Center, 18:00

http://www.tasis.ch/tpagala
mailto:yvonne.procyk@tasis.ch
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Ten Questions: Meet new ES Head Theresa Cullen Hill

What are three things you are looking 
forward to in your new role?
I look forward to getting to know the 
students and teachers. I am eager to learn 
the workings of the elementary program. I 
also look forward to being a role model in 
the TASIS community.  

How about a few things you’re looking 
forward to doing once you move to 
Lugano?
First, I am looking forward to showing my 
family Lugano and its environs. I hope to 
travel south to Parma, Italy, where I once 
lived as a child, as I would like to show my 
children this beautiful city. As the weather 
gets colder and snow begins to fall, I look 
forward to skiing.
   
Tell us why you enjoy working with 
elementary-aged children.
The joy, spirit and laughter of elementary-
aged children is contagious. I enjoy watching 
the growth and development of children this 
age, particularly the acquisition of language, 
as it comes so quickly.  

What is appealing about working at an 
international school, and an American 
one in particular?
International schools are very special places. 
I enjoy working with so many different 

students and teachers from different parts 
of the world. The American aspect deals 
more with how we approach curriculum 
and some of the programs we use. The 
international part means we add our own 
flare to the curriculum so it suits our school 
and our students.

Could you sum up your educational 
philosophy, or what drives your work, in 
a few sentences?
My career has been shaped by a belief in the 
innate drive in every child to learn and the 
potential in every child to excel. I entered 

teaching because I loved 
working with young 
adults and children. I 
was a swimming instructor 
and swim team coach for 
most of my high school 
and college years, and 
it was this experience of 
encouraging, supporting, 
and watching these young 
swimmers blossom and 
grow that led me to 
pursue teaching. I knew 
I wanted to work with 

young people.  I had the passion and desire 
to become a teacher.

Obviously you are aware of how much 
Mrs. Fleming’s spirit and philosophy 
resonates at TASIS. How do you feel your 
educational philosophy/drive connects 
with Mrs. Fleming’s?  
From what I have read, Mrs. Fleming was 
a very passionate and driven person. Her 
passion for learning is evident.  I feel I have 
similar qualities and hope to continue her 
legacy leading the elementary division.

Can you name a few of the challenges 
you’re looking forward to facing?
My first challenge will be to learn everyone’s 
name. My next challenge will be to speak 
and understand Italian and perhaps my 
third challenge will be to find  the different 
buildings of the elementary school.  I look 
forward to that exercise! 

What is your favorite kind of pizza?
Margherita pizza - and I am so looking 
forward to it. I was told there is a great place 
called Pizzeria Mary’s in Lugano.  

How about gelato?
Stracciatella - yummy! 

Anything else you’d like us to know about 
you and your family?
Our family is very excited about the move to 
Switzerland. Eloise will be in the elementary 
school’s Italian Section and Thomas will  
enter middle school. Eloise and Thomas are 
dual citizens like many students at TASIS. 
They have a passport from the United 
States and Australia. Thomas was born 
in the Netherlands. Their father, Marcus, 
is originally from Australia. Our dog, 
Smoke, will also accompany us. He is an 
Aussiedoodle, an Australian shepherd mixed 
with poodle. 
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The Senior Humanities Program continues to educate and challenge TASIS seniors with
topics ranging from crowdsourcing to an introduction to C.S. Lewis. Dr.  Michael  
Aeschliman spoke in February on C.S. Lewis. As the author of The Restitution of Man: 
C.S. Lewis and the Case Against Scientism, Dr. Aeschliman has spent many years studying 
and writing about C.S. Lewis. Many students were quite taken with Dr. Aeschliman’s 
presentation. One student said, “That was amazing. I really appreciated hearing Dr. 
Aeschliman’s ideas and I look forward to reading more C.S. Lewis.”

KIVA founder Matt Flannery was on campus before Christmas. Matt started KIVA in 
2005. It is a non-profit organization that allows people to lend money via the Internet to 
low-income and under-served entrepreneurs in over 70 countries. Over the past few years, 
TASIS students have been involved with KIVA, and our current 9th grade class has 14 loans 
out to KIVA individuals.

On the Academic Travel trip to Kenya, TASIS students were able to visit one of the recipients 
of a TASIS loan in person. TASIS contributed $50 towards the man’s $350 loan to purchase 
products for his small store. It was a unique opportunity for the students to see the benefits 
of a microloan in action.

Campus Guests

TASIS Senior Humanities Program Dr. Joan Lutton, the ES Interim Head, 
had special visitors in November — her 
daughter Dr. Stephanie Carey and family. In 
addition to spending time with her mother, 
Dr. Carey visited Elementary and Middle 
School science classes. In one middle school 
class students sat enthralled learning about 
life on the space station and the challenges 
that ace the scientists as they prepare for 
longer stays in space. 

Dr. Carey's Ph.D. is in Biomedical 
Engineering, but she also has expertise in 
robotics and aerospace. She is in Europe 
sharing her research at universities, but 
often talks with elementary, middle, and 
high school students.

Stephanie Carey, Ph.D.

Rakhi Mehra
Rakhi Mehra is the 
Managing Director 
and Founding Partner 
of Micro Home 
Solutions, a social 
housing enterprise 
that she co-founded 
in 2009. She lives 
in Varese with her 
family. Academic 
Travel Director Natalie 
Philpot met Rakhi 
earlier this year and invited her to come 
and speak to the students involved with the 
Habitat for Humanity and Gram Vikas GSP 
groups who will be traveling to India during 
Spring Break.

In addition to speaking to the senior class, Matt spoke to 
Economics classes and also 9th Grade History classes. Information 
about the TASIS Senior Humanities Program

http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=2317
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World Readers

Strong Words

One of the best ways to celebrate different 
cultures is through reading. The Elementary 
School recently completed their Read 
Around the World race, which challenged 
our 2nd through 5th graders to read 
books connected to various countries. 
They were given a world map and charts 
to fill in to keep track of their books. Our 
Pre-K, Kindergartners and 1st graders were 
encouraged to read any book, though were 
asked specific questions about where they 
read, with whom, and for how long. The 
race began in December and ended on 
February 2.

Each winner received a certificate of achievement presented by ES Interim Head Joan Lutton during a special 
International Week assembly. Huge congratulations to 2nd grader Lalleet Trivikram, who read books connected to 
26 countries!

“I like writing. I like using my imagination, because one of the lovely things about stories is 
that nobody can really tell you what to do in the story, or how to write the story, can they? 
It is your story you are making up. Nobody else’s. It is coming through your brain, and that 
is the only place the story can come from because it is yours. When you do math you either 
get it right or you get it wrong, and everyone else is in the same position — there is only 
one right answer. But when you write a story there are as many possible answers as people 
writing the story, and that is what I like about writing.”     
         - Jeremy Strong, speaking to 4th graders

February can be a gloomy month. Winter 
seems like it’s here to stay, Spring Break is still 
a month away, and Christmas has become a 
distant memory. Perhaps that’s why English 
children’s author Jeremy Strong’s visit lifted 
our spirits so much and left us feeling a 
little less blah. That and the fact that he was 
wonderful! Wonderfully funny. Wonderfully 
warm. Wonderfully real. It’s so rare to be able 
to meet the person who created characters 
we have come to know and love, and yet, 
that’s exactly what we got to do.

Over the course of two days, Jeremy treated 
us to six presentations, including a special 
one for parents. He told stories about 
himself as a young writer, showed pictures of 

character inspirations and his work spaces, 
and read from several of his stories. There 
really is nothing like hearing a tale read by 
the author who created it. 

The students loved his visit, from the 
youngest in Pre-K children to the oldest 
in Grade 5. Jeremy knows how to connect 
with children. He knows what makes 
them laugh and think. Perhaps that’s why, 
when our TASIS students saw him after his 
presentations, they would point and shout 
“There goes Jeremy Strong!” or “Don’t 
leave!” They were thankful and thrilled 
and weeks later still remembered the funny 
things he shared. What better way to instill 
a love of reading and books in our students? 

What better way to inspire future authors? 
And what better way to spend a couple of 
days in gloomy February?
                 -Alyssa Uecker, ES Librarian

photos

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2014-2015-ES-Images/Author-Jeremy-Strong-Visit
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Carnevale was the Place to Bee
This year grades 2 to 5 had the chance to 
participate in the Carnevale Parade that took 
place in downtown Lugano on February 12.
It was a great opportunity to see students 
from many other local schools dressed in 
their colorful costumes and parade together 
along the streets, where anyone could feel a 
wonderful festive atmosphere.

The clever bee costume idea was all 
teamwork, according to Caroline Rossi, ES 
art teacher. “The idea came from Dr. Lutton, 
who wanted a costume with something on 
the head that would stand out in a crowd, for 
safety reasons. That’s how the bee idea was 
born.” An anonymous parent donated the 
antennae and yellow t-shirts, and Ms. Rossi 
set her art students a task: to experiment 
with different methods that would create 
black stripes for the t-shirts quickly and 
effectively. The students decorated 190 
t-shirts in one week!

Thank you to the TASIS Parent Association for 
sponsoring the buses and making this event possible.

Contact the ES Office for the gallery password.

photosvideo

http://tasis.smugmug.com/2014-2015-ES-Images/Carnevale-2015
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-kGsFPcx/A
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It’s Greek to me!
Middle School students experienced Greek 
theater firsthand by performing their own 
short skits based on the Greek tragedy 
Antigone. Patrick Alava, MS History teacher, 
approached drama teacher Valerie Carlson 
about collaborating on a creative way to 
introduce his class to the challenges and 
history of Greek theater. The classes not 
only examined the cultural significance of 
the theater at the time of Antigone, but the 
practicalities of staging a performance. How 
did they use masks? What were the costumes 
like? What type of theaters and stages were 
used?

The students all wrote their own dialogue and 
staged scenes from Antigone. After studying 
the costumes of the era, each student was 
also required to sketch a costume based on 
how they thought their character would 
be portrayed. Ms. Carlson brought props 
and clothing from the costume shop and 
the students pulled together their Greek 
costumes. On the final day of the unit, the 
students performed their short skits in the 
Palmer Center.

photosvideo

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/MS-History-Class-Antigon/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-zxDVZ67/A
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Our sports teams have been active during the past few months! Whether 
playing basketball, badminton, swimming, or downhill ski racing, TASIS 
athletes proved themselves over and over again bringing nine trophies and 
many medals back to campus. Read more about each event on the TASIS 
website or have a look at the events in our SmugMug galleries. A collection of 
the best winter sports season images is in the link below.

Exciting Winter Sports Season

photos

http://www.tasis.ch
http://www.tasis.ch
http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Best-of-the-Winter-Sports-Seas/
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In late November the TASIS Fall sports season ended as one of the most successful sports seasons TASIS has ever 
experienced. Once the dust settled, and Athletic Director Sonny Lim could take count, TASIS athletes had brought 
home nine 1st, 2nd, or 3rd place trophies in volleyball and soccer!

School Spirit

Amazing Fall Season
Letter Jackets

These days, the Palestra is looking and 
sounding differently! Athletic Director 
Sonny Lim has been working hard to boost 
school spirit and share the successes of 
TASIS athletes with the community and 
our visitors. Mr. Lim has lined the walls 
of the Palestra with banners heralding the 
team championships of the last few years, 
and the conferences that TASIS competes 
in. Thanks to the recent successes of TASIS 
sports teams, a new trophy case is in the 
works to show off the hardware our athletes 
are bringing home!

On-campus basketball games now have 
extra school spirit! The TASIS Cheerleading 
Squad began practicing earlier this year and 
their smiles and energy are fun additions to 
our athletic events. TASIS faculty member 
Cori Shea coordinates the squad and is 
impressed with their dedication. “These 
girls are requesting extra practices and 
working so hard because they know that’s 
how they get better,” Mrs. Shea said. “They 

love it. You can see it in their faces.” This is a 
typically American high school activity that 
TASIS hasn’t seen in a number of years. The 
squad features girls from Turkey, Russia, 
France, Italy, and Mexico, along with some 
Americans with experience who are the 
leaders. “The best part has been seeing how 
excited the parents and ES and MS students 

Another American tradition that has come 
to TASIS is letter jackets! Once students 
earn their varsity letter, they can have it 
sewn on the jacket. As students accumulate 
more letters, they will receive pins and bars 
to place on the jackets. See Mr. Lim for 
more information.

are when they see the girls perform,” Mrs. 
Shea said. “The students are coming up 
with their own ideas. They’re doing the 
choreography, teaching everything. The girls 
who are most involved in the stunt team 
are feeling stronger and more flexible. It’s a 
great outlet for stress release and they have 
a great time!”

photosvideo

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/TASIS-Cheerleading-Team/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-VzKfBCF/A
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Vocalist, Summer Programs music teacher, and ES Music 
teacher Melody Tibbits has been gaining press throughout 
Switzerland and Europe lately. She was featured on Swiss group 
Gotthard’s 2014 #1 album Bang! which included the hit duet 
“Maybe”. Gotthard was awarded Swiss Album of the year on 
February 27 at the  Swiss Music Awards.

Melody is also fronting a group which is making a name for 
itself on the Lugano music scene. Melody Tibbits & The Cade 
also includes TASIS grads Christof Zanecchia ’04 on guitar and 
Alex Zanecchia ’02 on keyboards. The band has featured at 
festivals including Blues to Bop, MelidEstate, and Aspettando 
Estival, and has played at Piazza della Riforma in Lugano, 
Hotel Villa Sassa, Hotel Swiss Diamond, and the Grotthard 
Cafe, among others. Listen to Melody Tibbits and The Cade on 
their website!

The band is so popular that the 
Irish Pub in Sorengo has created 
a Melody & the Cade burger!

Melody Tibbits and The Cade

Early in the school year Mindy 
Chen ’15, Hailey Hibbard ’15,  
and Marianna Barbieri ’15 
decided it was time for TASIS 
to have an a cappella singing 
group. Their first performance 
was during a Thursday 
assembly at the beginning of 
the school year, and since then 
they have performed at Family Weekend, Christmas assemblies, as a 
flash mob in De Nobili, and during International Week. 

The group now numbers 17, and they meet weekly to rehearse.  
Their goal is to choose from a variety of modern songs and 
genre styles so as to appeal to the many different cultures and 
countries represented at TASIS. This student-led group (Mindy 
and Marianna share the directing duties) is a great example of 
student initiative. Their next performance will be during the 
assembly on March 26. We cannot wait!

Magnificent Seventh
TASIS’s first a cappella group

Music Day and Night

Christmas cheer at a December assembly

International Week video

video

March 20 Piazza Riforma, Lugano

March 27* Vintage Pub, Agno

April 15 Franklin University, Lugano

April 18

*Tentative

Irish Club Alpino, Tesserete

Upcoming Dates

http://youtu.be/LKfYsYEyeqo
http://www.melodytibbits.com/thecade/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-sHFhGXc/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/organize/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-5bH9p7m
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Math Day

On Monday, March 2, the ES celebrated its 
first ever Math Day! Students from grades 
2 to 5 participated by solving a series of 
interactive puzzles during their math class. 
Each class worked on many of 50 possible 
puzzles, all of which were interactive. They 
focused on various aspects of mathematics, 
from problem-solving to logic, critical-
thinking skills to spatial awareness, 
numeracy skills to basic arithmetic. The 
students had a great time working together 
to solve these problems!

Winter Photography Show -  A Time Lapse

Over 75 student photographers displayed their work in the Palmer Center in late January. 

Faculty Art Exhibition

There is still time to view the Fine Art 
Faculty exhibition in the Şahenk Center 
which will be up until March 15. Every 
member of the department has work on 
display. More information on the TASIS 
Visual Arts website.

“It was fun. Some puzzles 
were easy and some were 
hard. I enjoyed working with 
my friend on the activities. 
I’d like another Math Day.”

Bryce, Grade 4

“I liked the puzzles 
because some were a 
little bit difficult and I like 
trying difficult puzzles.”

Rafael, Grade 3

Contact the ES Office for the gallery password.

photos

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/TASIS-Slices-of-Live-Video/i-qjFQDjX/A
http://tasisvisualarts.com/whats-happening/2015/2/23/the-fine-art-faculty-art-exhibition
http://tasisvisualarts.com/whats-happening/2015/2/23/the-fine-art-faculty-art-exhibition
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2014-2015-ES-Images/First-Ever-ES-Math-Day
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Striving for excellence in education is a perpetual challenge 
and one to which TASIS has steadily and faithfully committed 
itself—past, present, and future. 

Ultimately, it is our fine faculty who deliver a high-quality 
education day-by-day. They guide and help our students 
become the very best students and people they can be. We 
have outstanding teachers, many of whom have been with us 
10, 15, 20, even 35 years.

Celebrating our students’ college and university 

admission successes

A current Russian Senior recently received a place at 
Cambridge University. A recent Brazilian graduate received a 
place at Oxford. Several of our current Seniors are planning 
to study medicine and engineering in England and the US 
this fall. A student can come to TASIS and achieve entry to 
the most competitive UK institutions. Over the last ten years 
TASIS students have been successful in gaining entrance to 
top-ranking universities. Along with Oxford and Cambridge, 
recent TASIS graduates have been admitted to St. Andrews, 
Imperial College, the London School of Economics, 
University College (London), Bath, Durham, and Warwick, 
among others, in the UK.

In North America, TASIS students have been admitted 
to the following US universities, among others: Babson, 
Boston College, Boston University, Carnegie Mellon, George 
Washington, Middlebury, Mount Holyoke, New York 
University, Northwestern, Pennsylvania State, Rhode Island 
School of Design, Rice, Tufts, the University of California 
(Berkeley), and the Universities of Michigan, Virginia, 
Washington, and Wisconsin, and the University of Toronto in 
Canada. We are proud of the success of our young scholars!

By Lynn Fleming Aeschliman ’63
Chairman of the TASIS Board of Directors

Striving for Excellence
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From an appreciative parent...
“My son attended TASIS from the middle of 9th grade and graduated in 2013, winning the Science Award… I just wanted to let you know that I am 

so impressed with the education he received there. He got into the University of Southern California [Los Angeles]. It was his top choice but he didn’t 

think he would get in. Since he has been there, he has done remarkably well. He has a great foundation to build upon. Not only that, he knows how 

to study and figure things out. He also has the confidence to try subjects he knows will be hard. He wants to try Pre-Med. He says he knows it will be 

hard but he wants to try. Last semester he got all A’s, [including] a 4.0 in Human Biology/Pre-Med. He is taking Organic Chemistry, Biology, Sociology 

and Statistics. He received the fourth-highest grade in the class on his Organic Chemistry mid-term this semester. When he left for TASIS in 9th 

grade, he was a good, solid student. Now he is a stellar student, in my opinion. He didn’t start out getting all A’s, but he figured it out. He was also 

selected to work on a research project this semester. You couldn’t have done a better job. We have TASIS to thank for the great path he is now on. 

We couldn’t be happier with the education he received at TASIS.”

Academic Information for Students and Parents

Helpful Links on the TASIS website:

2014 AP Exam Results
56 students took a total of 100 exams: 50% of scores were 4 or above; 23% earned top scores of 5. 
All students who take AP courses are encouraged to take the examination in this subject.

2014 IB Exam Results
62 students took 293 IB exams: 84.3% of scores were 4 or above; 63.8% 5 or above; 41.5% 6 or better.  
Number of Diploma Candidates: 29 
Percentage of Candidates earning Diplomas: 96.6% (worldwide in 2013: 79%)
TASIS Mean Diploma Score: 33 World Mean Diploma Score: (2013) 29.9
Percentage of Candidates earning Bilingual Diplomas: 70.4% (worldwide in 2013: 28.2%)
Highest TASIS IB Score: 43  
38% of the Class of 2014 were enrolled in English as an Additional Language courses.

College acceptances from 2011-2014
Helpful Resources for College Planning
International Baccalaureate 
Advanced Placement 

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/college_acceptances
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=280
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=2426
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=232
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Listen to the Music 



16  eTASIS Winter 2015  17

“Ah, music,” he said, wiping his eyes. “A magic beyond all we do here!”

Music is one of the best and favorite ways for a community like ours to connect, and the TASIS 
music program gives our students the opportunity to explore their talents and 

challenge their expectations.

JK Rowling’s Dumbledore from The Sorcerer’s Stone

musical periods and pieces in numerous languages. Instrumentalists 
can join classical, jazz, and contemporary ensembles which study a 
vast repertoire that spans genres and centuries.

Our 7th and 8th graders are required to take a course based on the 
Core Knowledge Curriculum which teaches music literacy, theory, 
history, and performance. The Middle School choir is an after-

school activity and meets twice per 
week. Our students can also join 
the MS Band that plays together at 
functions on- and off-campus.

Singing is at the heart of the ES 
Core Knowledge program, and 
students also make music together 
using a wide range of percussion 
instruments. This is a critical age 
for children to begin learning 
how to read music, sing in 

ensemble, and harmonize. After-school activities include an ES 
choir, Guitar Club, and a junior string ensemble.

TASIS has a long and storied tradition in the fine and 
performing arts, and in recent years our music program 
has evolved into a challenging and inspiring world-class 

program. The School is investing more in the music department 
every year. Upgrades include three new soundproofed practice 
rooms and a new keyboard studio. Recent TASIS music 
graduates have gone on to study at institutions such as the 
Berklee School of Music in Boston 
and the Bernstein School of Music 
Theater in Bologna.

Our High School music classes 
have evolved from after-school 
activities to full and half-credit 
courses. These include Music 
Literacy, which examines the 
history of music from Medieval to 
20th Century/Modern, including 
current music technology. Music 
Theater Arts combines vocal training with stagecraft techniques 
and production. Vocalists can join Choir, which explores a variety of 

http://youtu.be/mCev0c_8Jhc
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Private music lessons are available to students who are keen to improve their personal performance, and each student is placed 
with a professional musician who is skilled in inspiring young people to explore their passion for music and commitment to their 
instrument. Vocalists train with Maestro di Canto Jonathan Morris, Music Director Samantha Forrest, or ES music teacher Melody 
Tibbits. Composition and sound production software available for recording, and creating original material is encouraged. For more 
information on our music program, contact music@tasis.ch. Bios on all of our instructors can be viewed here.

Challenging and rewarding: private music lessons

video

video

video

photos photos

View galleries of music lessons 
and classes from all divisions.

Middle/High School Elementary School

mailto:music@tasis.ch
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/tasis_music_instructors_2015
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Music-at-TASIS/i-c3PdgwT/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-FH86CNB/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-MwLWLXq/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Music-at-TASIS/
http://www.smugmug.com/gallery/n-bJC4j
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For Mrs. Fleming, culture was as much a part of a TASIS education 
as mathematics or literature, and she ensured that the students in her 
charge experienced cultural events to help shape their knowledge. 
Since 2006, Simone Aeschliman has continued this mission, 
curating the TASIS Cultural Events program to help continue 
Mrs. Fleming’s vision. Simone is instrumental in bringing a host of 
European and international acts to campus as well as coordinating 
off-campus visits to exhibitions, performances, and events.

Mrs. Fleming remains a guiding force as Simone chooses events to 
showcase. “I try to maintain the same standard and organize events 
that will suit everyone,” she says. Musical acts are common not only 
because renowned artists visit the area, but also because they are 
accessible to everyone in the audience.

While events are usually aimed at high school students, middle 
schoolers and even the wider community are welcomed to attend. 
“The local community is very appreciative, though they often feel 
shy about attending,” Simone says. “These events provide links with 
the greater Lugano community as well.”

Cultural Exposure

Trips are also a big part of the Cultural Events calendar. Some of the 
most successful trips are repeated annually, including an October trip 
to the Vitra Design Museum, Saturday trips to museums in Milan, 
and opera evenings in Parma, Milan, and Zurich.

The Cultural Events calendar culminates in the Arts Festival, which 
Simone arranges to help celebrate the arts at TASIS and reinforce 
the commitment the School has towards the arts. “In line with the 
TASIS philosophy, our Cultural 
Events have been conceived as high 
culture, not just culture. We are 
doing our best as a School to keep 
our Cultural Events at this standard.”

“For me, a love of literature, the arts, and the 
performing arts is the heart and soul of education, 
for it grows throughout our entire lifetime, keeping 
alive the excitement of learning, creating constant 
enrichment in our leisure hours and throughout our 
long golden years.” 

        - Mrs. Fleming

•	 Elizabeth Pitcairn playing on the famous Stradivarius Red Violin
•	 the recital by Massimo Cavalletti, a world class baritone
•	 a trip to see GENESIS, a photography exhibition by Sebastião Salgado   
•	 the Four Seasons by Vivaldi by the Alpen Kammer Orchester 
•	 the very energetic Archimia Quartet
•	 a presentation by award-winning photo-journalist Bruno Damicis
•	 trips to Basel’s Vitra Museum and Beyeler
•	 the Yale Alley Cats, a male, undergraduate a cappella singing group

Various performances and trips over the years:

Mark and Simone Aeschliman talk with musician Alessandro Piqué Founder of Epoca 
Barocca after his concert on February 26.

photosvideo

http://switzerland.tasis.com/cf_media/index.cfm?g=631
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-t8Gg3TT/A
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A Special Time of  Year
Each year the music department works for weeks to prepare 
for the traditional Christmas service and the Elementary
School Christmas concert. This year the Christmas service 
was moved to accommodate the entire student body and 
their family and friends as well as the greater community. 
The church of S. Nicolao della Flüe, Lugano Besso, was 
packed to capacity, and for good reason — the performances 
were very impressive and featured over 140 student and 
faculty performers. 

Combined and individual performances from students in 
all divisions were featured, singing and playing instruments 
from the balcony through to the sanctuary. Highlights 
included freshman Jacopo McConnell’s rendition of the Bach 
English Suite played on the restored Mascioni organ, and the 
combined choral finale of Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus.”

Another December highlight is the Elementary School’s
Holiday Concert held in the Palestra on December 18. 
ES music teacher Melody Tibbits said that “the Christmas 
concert is on of my favorite performances because it 
brings every ES student together in harmony to wish 
the TASIS family a Merry Christmas.” The concert also 
included a portion of each unit the students have studied 
during the fall semester making it a very important part of 
the ES curriculum.

This event is made all the more special by the decorations 
that ES art teacher Caroline Rossi creates for this special 
afternoon concert. It was the perfect send-off before 
winter break! 

The Christmas Service The ES Christmas Concert

video
part 1

Contact the ES Office for the gallery password.

photos photos

video
part 2

http://youtu.be/ImI37e4ZZWg
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/2014-TASIS-Christmas-Service/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2014-2015-ES-Images/ES-Christmas-Program
http://youtu.be/30s-7Xe3rAQ
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Often our local Global Service Program (GSP) groups are 
overlooked due to the wide reach of our other groups, 
but these initiatives are crucial to the people they serve 

and help the School’s connection with our community. For many 
years, a group of students has spent time with groups of senior 
citizens from Montagnola and other nearby villages, sharing their 
stories over cups of tea. Called Tea Time, the activity gave students 
time to practice their Italian and learn about other generations. 
A few years ago, the location shifted to a local nursing home, Al 
Pagnolo, where students and residents played games, cooked, and 
made art together. 
 
This year, the group’s advisors, Cori Shea and Zuleika Tipisimana, 
decided to try something different and bring back the original 
model of Tea Time by having half the group meet with locals in 

Montagnola while the 
others continued the work 
at Al Pagnolo. “I felt it 
was important to bring 
the local element back 
to this group,” Cori said. 
The name was changed to 
Intergenerations to stress 
this exchange that is rare 
nowadays. 
 
When Cori arrived at 
TASIS in 2013, she often 
took the time to speak 
with the people she saw 
regularly on her walks 

around Montagnola. Many of the locals, particularly the more elderly, 
were surprised that Cori spoke Italian and made the effort to form a 
relationship with them. She saw this as an opportunity for her GSP 
group to begin building connections with the greater community. 
 
Intergenerations pairs two students with one Montagnola resident. 
Once a month they meet at Osteria Donada in Montagnola 
for coffee and conversation or card games. In December, the 
students decorated cookies and sang songs with their residents. If the 
weather is nice, the groups might go for a walk as well. “I encourage 
the students to ask their resident about their youth, their families, 
their lives and to tell them about their own. Often the locals share 
their worries and the students cheer them up. It is a great opportunity 
for our students to spend some time outside of TASIS.” 
 
The owner of Osteria Donada, Sebastiano, has been impressed with 
the relationships growing between the students and residents. “It 
is important to put their two realities together,” he said. “Once in 
Montagnola, everybody used to say hello to one another, but not so 
much now. This will also do a bit to help the relationship between 
TASIS and the locals.” 
 
All students must be in at least Italian 3 to join, with the exception 
of two who meet with an English-speaking resident. During 
their meetings when they aren’t with their residents, the students 
write reminders and cards for their resident as well as brainstorm 
conversation topics that might spark a meaningful chat. In the 
future, Cori and Zuleika hope to talk with the students about the 
sensitivities that surround aging, and expand the group to include 
even more Montagnolans.

spotlight on service

Connecting with the Community
TASIS students are meeting and getting to know the local community more 
and more through a variety of local service groups and language lessons.

photos

video

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Intergenerations-Local-Service/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Winter-eTASIS-Video-Collection/i-6T9jTL9/A
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“I encourage the students 
to ask their resident 
about their youth, their 
families, their lives and 
to tell them about their 
own. Often the locals 
share their worries 
and the students cheer 
them up. It is a great 
opportunity for our 
students to spend some 
time outside of TASIS.”

— Cori Shea, Faculty Advisor 
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“It is nice to get out of our comfort zone. I know that it is 
making a difference because if we send Mrs. Arquint a letter, she 
always calls us to let us know that she has received it and that 
she is so happy. It was great to see the smile on her face when we 
decorated cookies with her.”   – Serena Pisa ’16

 
“The girls are so nice, and it is 
good for me to get out of the 
house to chat with them. The 
location is perfect as it isn’t too far 
away and I can walk there. The 
girls taught me to play a board 
game called Sequence. Time flies 
during our afternoons together 
and I always look forward to our 
next visit.”    – Betty Greenwood, 
25-year resident of Carona and new 
to Montagnola

 
“I was very pleased to have this visit with the girls. They 
were very excited to show me the TASIS campus. I also 
had the joy of seeing Marla get out of her shell, express 
herself, and interact, when she is usually more shy. I’m 
delighted. They may seem like little things, but for me they 
are important and I’m happy to see the girls come to life in 
their own territory. In fact, what I learned about TASIS is 
of little importance, it is the interaction that we have had 
that counts.”    – Michel Rapelli 
 
“My favorite visit was when he taught us the recipe for 
making a pear pastry and we made it together at his house. 
He is passionate about many things and he is so interesting 
because, in the past, he had a lot of jobs. I like to learn about 
all of his different interests.”   – Maria Valeria Masi ’15

Cooking and learning about local food
Montagnola resident Michel Rapelli is paired with Maria 

Valeria Masi ’15 and Marla Fritz ’17. The three have hit 
it off, spending time cooking together at his home and 
learning about Michel’s passion for local fungi and creating 
homemade products from local fruits and nuts. 

On Tuesday, March 3, the Intergenerations group had tea in Casa Fleming.
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Language lessons for the Community

The TASIS parent yoga class meets two times a week with 
between 10-15 people per class. Some parents come twice 
a week, others just once. The class has grown over the past 
seven years. The intention was always to have a way to 
include and involve the day parents in the school in their 
own way and to help them with their own community 
building and assimilating to life in Lugano and at TASIS. 

Learning about F/Stops 
Instructors: Kim Nelson and Frank Long

For many years parents have been asking for an adult 
photography class. February 2015 welcomed the first 
Wednesday Night Photo Class, which will continue 
throughout the semester. Parents and faculty were invited 
to join, and all the spaces filled within 20 minutes! 
Topics covered include how to use manual modes, basic 
composition, and Adobe Photoshop. The group will have 
some of their work showcased at the Spring Arts Festival. 

Yoga 
Instructor: Nura Madjzoub

Why do you like about the class?
“It is my third year in the American School. We all like so much our teacher Stephanie. She is 
nice and very competent. I hope my English is now more or less perfect.”

“The class is beautiful. And all the students are friendly. Our teacher Stephanie is 
fantastic, very kind.”

“This is my first year for me at TASIS, and the ambience is very good.”

Since 2008, TASIS has offered English 
classes to residents of the Collina d’Oro. 
The brainchild of the Community Relations 
Committee, the classes began at three 
different levels, and thanks to demand, 
this year includes four different levels. It 
has been a very successful program with 
many of the students attending year after 
year. Over 50 people have attended one of 
the classes taught by either TASIS teacher 
Stephanie Roth or Sarah Di Lenardo. “I 
love it,” Stephanie says of these classes, 
which she teaches in addition to her TASIS 
course load. “It is fulfilling and so wonderful 
to  teach people who want to learn, come 
prepared, and are so attentive. My class is a 
lovely, lovely group!”

Both Stephanie and Sarah find teaching 
these classes enjoyable, especially seeing 
their students’ confidence with the language 

improve. Many of the students have become 
their friends! 

A special thank-you to the Elementary School teachers who loan their classrooms to this project.
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Look through the third edition of TASIS Photography 

Students’ Academic Travel Pictories.
Watch the new Academic Travel video. 

Videographer: Milo Zanecchia ’08
Music: Alex Zanecchia ’02

France 
Samantha Falong ’16

Poland
Luisa Weinberg ’16

Spain
Group Shot

Greece
Ely Ramos ’18

photosMS

photosHS

http://youtu.be/Cl0SEJJAjD8
http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/2015_tasis_spring_academic_travel
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/MS-Spring-Academic-Travel/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Academic-Travel-High-School
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Every spring TASIS students and faculty load into buses for airports 
and destinations all over the world. This February, over 500 students 
and faculty set out for Spain, Kenya, Malta, Morocco, Belgium, Greece, 
Poland, Germany, France, Italy, and Ireland. Each of the trips has a direct 
link with the students’ courses of study.  World War II seems much 
closer after visiting the beaches of Normandy or talking with Holocaust 
survivors. Global poverty and education seems a more pressing issue 
when visiting a Moroccan orphanage. Students often return with new 
circles of friends and always return with stories of transformation.

Greece
Ely Ramos ’18

Academic Travel Spring



The TASIS Leadership Academy is a joint 
venture with TASIS England students 
which aims to inspire future leaders through 
discussions of leadership theories and focused 
trips to various European destinations to 
experience leadership in action. This first year 
has been exciting; being a part of the program 
has been an honor and privilege for students, 
coordinators, and mentors. It was a team 
effort and everyone’s ideas were taken into 
consideration. Our collaborative work has 
gradually built the program and the outcomes 
have so far exceeded our expectations.

The students’ capstone projects accurately 
illustrate the spirit of the program. Ambitious, 
yet realistic, each project was born out of a 
student’s strong interest or passion for a cause or 
activity. It calls for our ambassadors’ conviction, 
creativity, and hard work, and taps into their 
global, service-oriented and ethical concerns. 
While students still have nine months to further 

Capstone Projects for this year’s Ambassadors

TASIS Leadership Academy

Jillian Streit: Cleaning project at WISER in Muhuru, Kenya using recycled plastic bags 
to make rugs for use and sale (Mentor - Zach Mulert)

Defne Şahenk: Smoothies soon to be launched at the Snack Bar to increase health food 
options and awareness on campus (Mentor - Wendy Kessel)

Samantha Spoon: Scholarship to fund summer program at TASIS for a talented art 
student (Mentor - Yvonne Procyk)

Edoardo Italia: New science competition at Science Center’s inaugural convocation in 
April (Mentor - Matt Walker)

Rron Lluka and Nojus Marcinkevicius: New line of eco-friendly stationery to expand 
school spirit and TASIS logo merchandise (Mentors - Yvonne Procyk and Sonny Lim)28  eTASIS Winter 2015  29

Learning to Lead

photos

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/TASIS-Leadership-Academy/
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TASIS Leadership Academy

develop their leadership projects, they have 
been testing their ideas, communication, and 
teamwork skills. By being stretched beyond their 
comfort zones, we have witnessed growth in 
the process: new and unexpected  friendships 
forming; shyness and introversion moving 
into the front line of the team; impulsiveness 
yielding to methodical approaches; adversity 
turning into inspiration; and most importantly, 
an ever-increasing willingness to learn, even 
from mistakes or misjudgments, to adapt and 
to retry. We look forward to the many more 
rewards to come.

There was a competitive pool of 20 applicants 
for this coming year’s TLA Ambassadors, and 
based on faculty survey results and the quality of 
each candidate’s application and interview, the 
next class of  TLA Ambassadors are all from the 
Class of 2017:  Gabriele Capacci, Hannah Gage, 
Aida Loggiodice, Michael Mazuryk, Adam 
Novak, and Laura Vecoli.

Jillian Streit: Cleaning project at WISER in Muhuru, Kenya using recycled plastic bags 
to make rugs for use and sale (Mentor - Zach Mulert)

Defne Şahenk: Smoothies soon to be launched at the Snack Bar to increase health food 
options and awareness on campus (Mentor - Wendy Kessel)

Samantha Spoon: Scholarship to fund summer program at TASIS for a talented art 
student (Mentor - Yvonne Procyk)

Edoardo Italia: New science competition at Science Center’s inaugural convocation in 
April (Mentor - Matt Walker)

Rron Lluka and Nojus Marcinkevicius: New line of eco-friendly stationery to expand 
school spirit and TASIS logo merchandise (Mentors - Yvonne Procyk and Sonny Lim)28  eTASIS Winter 2015  29

Learning to Lead

Senior Amanda Ng showed great initiative when she decided it was time to have a 
school newspaper again. In spring 2014 she floated the idea to a few faculty members 
and they encouraged her to focus her ideas on paper and present them to Dr. Skipper. 
Amanda received the go-ahead and this fall, she organized her staff. The group meets 

weekly and in February 
they put out the first 
edition of The Roar. 

Congratulations to 
Amanda and her staff! 
We’re looking forward to 
the second edition!

We Started a Student Newspaper!

Read The Roar

http://switzerland.tasis.com/uploaded/documents/PDF_News/January_2015/the-roar-20150211-0953.pdf?1425755035369
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Last month, 16 students traveled to the Netherlands to represent 
TASIS and Luxembourg at The Hague Model United Nations 
Conference (THIMUN). This year, our students hailed from 
Afghanistan, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Germany, Libya, Turkey, the 
United States, and Venezuela. This year’s conference was a special 
honor in that we were chosen for the first time to participate in 
the Security Council. Defne Sahenk ’16 and Batuhan Toprak ’15 
spent their week in the Netherlands taking on some of the world’s 
most pressing challenges to international peace and security.

As always, the students spent their days at the World Forum 
Convention Center writing resolutions, forming coalitions, 
debating clauses, and giving speeches. Over 3,500 students from 
more than 200 schools across the globe attend THIMUN. Our 
students performed admirably throughout. I am very proud 
of them. Joanna Egan ’16, from Australia, led our delegation 
with grace and poise, helping new members negotiate the 
procedures and challenges that make THIMUN such a thrill. 
First-time delegate Edoardo Sella ’16 succeeded in pushing 
through a resolution of his own, a rare achievement.

Each night, after 
returning from the 
conference, we ate a food 
from a certain country, 
such as Brazilian, Eritrean, 
Korean, and Japanese. 
We reflected on the day’s 
events, unwound, and 
often found ourselves 
unable to stop hashing 
out the important issues 
facing the world. Midway 

through the week, we spent an afternoon and evening in Amsterdam, 
where we took a guided tour of the Rijksmusuem and fought the cold 
wind to wander the city’s famous canals.
   Submitted by Dr. Chris Love, MUN advisor

TASIS is fortunate to have a number of leadership opportunities on 
offer for students who are inclined to make a difference at the School. 
Both the Middle and High Schools have elected Student Councils who 
serve as liaisons between the Administration and students on issues 
which affect community life. 

Masa Yo ’04, head volleyball coach, talked about how the team relies 
on its captains to “motivate others on and off the court, bring up 
morale when the players are down, communicate, and help with line-
ups before important games.”

Our Proctors are given a range of responsibilities in dormitories and at 
various events and must be dependable and conscientious at all times. 
Proctors understand that more than any other students on campus 
they are leading by example. One senior proctor said that he works 
hard in his dorm of Middle School students to be there and act as an 
example both socially and academically. 

Being a part of the Senior 
Humanities Program is a chance 
for our students to flip the script. 
In most school activities, students 
may have input, but ultimately they 
defer to adult decision-makers. 
On the SHP committee however, 
students select speakers and plan 
visits alongside faculty members. 
Their vote counts just as much as 
any faculty member’s, and they bear 
just as much of the responsibility 
for the way SHP runs as the adults 
on the committee. The effects of 
this responsibility are tangible, and 
students rise to meet new challenges 
through the year.

The Service Learning board also provides students with opportunities 
to make critical decisions for the program and events on campus.

Representing Luxembourg More Leadership Opportunities

photos

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Model-United-Nations-2015/
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A Tenth Grade Tradition.

10th Grade Outward Bound

Our students talk about Outward Bound in terms of physical 
challenge: the hiking, the carrying, the snowshoeing. However, 
if the TASIS Outward Bound experience were all about which 
kids were physically the strongest, we would just have a little 10th 
Grade Olympics every February and hand out medals. Hike this 
far, carrying this much food, in this much snow, and so on. But the 
trick about Outward Bound is that it is about group dynamics and 
working with people. The Outward Bound philosophy demands that 
young people consider their role in groups and teams and, in turn, 

their place in the world. The experience teaches our kids selflessness 
and compassion in a way that the competitive world of classes and IB 
grades cannot. Students succeed by caring for their fellow students and 
they learn when they fail to put the group before self. They may love it, 
they may never be an outdoors person, or they may even not like the 
experience, but all the kids come away having learned something about 
themselves and about working with people. I can’t think of any better 
use of a week of school.  

“Expeditions can greatly contribute towards 
building strength of character. Joseph Conrad 
in Lord Jim tells us that it is necessary for 
a youth to experience events which ‘reveal 
the inner worth of the man; the edge of his 
temper; the fibre of his stuff; the quality of 
his resistance; the secret truth of his pretenses, 
not only to himself but others’.” 

- Kurt Hahn, Founder of Outward Bound

photos

Submitted by Peter Locke, 10th Grade Dean

http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/TASIS-10th-Grade-Outward-Bound/


“As a former student, TASIS really feels like a home base. It’s a dream job...a 
beautiful place with beautiful people. And one of the big reasons is working with 
Betsy Newell. Since Mrs. Fleming died, that place has been moving a million miles 
an hour, and a lot is changing. Obviously lots of good things are happening, but the 
heart of TASIS is in the beauty and showing that to children is the whole reason the 
place exists. In a lot of ways, I think Betsy is the closest thing to Mrs. Fleming that 
we have, and working with her it’s clear that she wants more than anything to show 
the summer program children AND staff a beautiful time in paradise. Though she 
only works for one program, she is like the matriarch of the entire school during the 
summer, and it’s always a pleasure to work with her.”

Taylor Sayward  ’09 - CDE Counselor/Teacher



TASIS S u m m e r  Pr o g r a m s

“I like returning to Château-d’Oex because it brings me back to the 
French-speaking part of Switzerland. They say a picture is worth 
a thousand words — well for me this place is real beauty. I never 
grow tired of the chalets and the color of green hills with the blue 
sky and little white clouds. I also enjoy working alongside like-
minded people who enjoy the outdoors.”

Tom Lill  - Château-d’Oex Director

J o i n  u s  f o r  t h e 
b e s t  s u m m e r  o f 

y o u r  l i f e !

“The children keep me young and interested in creating new ways of 
teaching and new activities. I also appreciate the consistency of the 
administration. Lugano, and specifically TASIS, is like my home. The 
camaraderie with and among all the staff is really special.”

Ali Raymond - Middle School Program

Register now for 
a TASIS Summer 

Program!

Check out photo 
galleries from 
last summer!

photos

http://issuu.com/tasis/docs/sp-cat-lugano/1
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2014-Summer-Programs
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“It was just another silly day in the life of 
17-yr-old Peter Boynton. But now it was in 
the pristine, exceptionally fun and snowy 
Engadine Valley and he was at TASIS in St. 
Moritz-Bad, at the Laudinella Hotel with 
250 of his new best friends during January 
ski term. It was 1968. ‘Silly’ because 
instead of donning his expensive form-
fitting stretch ski wear, he made the fateful 
decision to head up the Piz Nair slope in 
the comfort of his nightly sleep wear, baggy 
and billowy as his flannel pyjamas were. Of 
course, he got the attention and laughs he 
sought all day long. What shenanigans it 
was to test the seriousness of ‘the system’! 

Then, the next day, a discrete little official 
note appeared in his personal mail in the 
lobby of the Laudinella. It was impeccably 
type-written—in the days when typewriters 
were prevalent—and presented on a 
neatly folded  3x5-inch piece of plain 
paper. Peter unraveled the folds. It read, 
‘If I ever hear you’re skiing in anything 
other than the proper ski clothes, it will 
be the end of your skiing. Mr. Robbins.’

Well, it was the last Peter ever left his 
racing striped stretch pants in his 
drawer in his room on a ski day, but it 
forever lived on as a memorable TASIS 
anecdote....to this day 46 years later!”

Peter Boynton ’69

“Andermatt is a feeling. It hits you many 
times, such as: that first unbearable 7:10 
class; the mad hustle to the lifts after 
lunch; the friendly warmth of the after-
skiing; and the fight for the showers 
in the evenings. Of course, one could 
define Andermatt as a small Swiss village 
near the famous St. Gotthard Pass in 
the Alps, elevation 1444, etc. But this 
is hardly the Andermatt I know or the 
one which the inhabitants know during 
the six weeks TASIS is in Andermatt. 

The sensation of change and strangeness 
which first greets the students draws them 
closer together and multiplies school 
spirit to the extent that, by the time we 
leave Andermatt, by then an old friend 
whom we all know well, the School is 
a tight little unit of young people. 

This Andermatt is a feeling, that of unity. 
Andermatt is another kind of feeling too. It 
is a feeling of exhilaration, of joy, of being 
alive, of being young. Andermatt brings 
forth, through our skiing, the chance to 
challenge the elements and win. There 
is, in addition, the swift easy thrill of 
pleasure skiing, for, above all, Andermatt 
is skiing. And a glorious feeling.”

Scott Latham ’66

“When I went to TASIS we went to St. 
Moritz for two weeks after Christmas!  
It is where I first learned to ski in 10th 
grade. I have a vivid memory of slowly 
sliding down a ‘path’ to get to the bunny 
slopes where my ski instructor was. As I 
was concentrating hard on not crossing 
my skis or falling, a horse drawn sleigh 
started coming my way up the slope. Of 
course at this moment my skis crossed and 
I couldn’t get out of the way!  The next 
thing I knew the horse’s head was inches 
from my own!  I fell down and ended 
up getting pulled halfway back up the 
slope on my back by the sleigh. Luckily 
I wasn’t hurt, just really embarrassed!”

Trisha Munoz Kish ’85

“One of my favorite activities. Great to learn 
skiing from the best. Still enjoy skiing to 
this day. May have never been exposed to 
skiing in my home country of Peru. Thanks, 
again, TASIS.”

Lucy Carolina Roman ’78

“LOVE St. Moritz, so many fantastic 
memories there.”

Lori Ketter ’89

Andermatt ● St. Moritz ● Verbier ● Crans Montana ● Davos ● Andermatt ● St. Moritz ● Verbier ● Crans Montana ● Davos ● Andermatt ● St. Moritz 

Ski Week Memories 
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“Of course, it was one of the greatest highlights 
of the year — two weeks in St. Moritz, at 
the top of the world. And it certainly seemed 
the top of everything — from Julie Andrews 
sightings during ski class, to our stops at the 
glühwein hut between runs, it was indeed 
a very special two weeks. I remember the 
view from the slopes, everything blanketed 
in white as you flew down the sun-drenched 
piste, toward the icy lake below, desperately 
trying to drink it all in before heading 
back down to the Laudinella for dinner 
and the inevitable battle to keep your eyes 
open during evening classes. Yes, in the St. 
Moritz days, we had (somewhat) academic 
classes from about 7:30-9:30 each morning 
and evening, but aside from a few physics 
experiments on the slopes and writing some 
flowery poetry about the sunsets on the 
Engadin mountains, I don’t remember much 
of those ‘classes’. It was a great way to ease 
ourselves back into school after the December 
break, and I don’t remember it ever being 
very academic. In fact, on occasion, in lieu 
of evening classes, I remember attending 
several performances at the hotel, given by 
professional groups touring the area. Oh, how 
our eyes all popped open (even in spite of 
the late hour) when the touring company of 
Hair came through and performed the whole 
show, in its entirety, much to the surprise of 
the faculty! I still remember sitting toward 
the back of the hall, so I couldn’t see very 
well, but the collective gasp was audible.”

Erica Engstrom Cali ’94 

“I loved those two very much and 
I find myself thinking about them 
often, especially when the ski 
season comes around. Sometimes 
thoughts or memories will pop 
up in my mind for no reason 
that is relevant to whatever I am 
doing at the time. This makes me 
believe that they are with me at 
that moment, just giving me a 
little nudge so I could feel their 
presence again. Always a warm 
feeling when I think about Megan 
and Tyler.

They were able to do so much 
and touch so many lives with the 
short amount of time they were 
given here. I am honored to have had a chance to know them and share adventures with 
them. They were and still are role models for me on how to enjoy life and how special 
it is to share love. Though I was only 13 at the time, about to join the ‘dating world’, 
watching them interact with each other and seeing how loving they were with each other 
really had an impact on the types of relationships I would later and still do try to have. 

I’m very grateful for the lessons they taught me 
either directly with their words or indirectly by 
observing them as themselves. 

I miss you, Megan, Tyler and everyone else from 
back then.”

After graduating last spring from the University 
of Utah, Ryan returned to Switzerland and is 
playing professional hockey in Thurgau.

Every year, the TASIS Middle School honors 
Megan and Tyler’s legacy through a Citizenship 
Award, named for them.

Ski Week a decade ago had a dark shadow cast on it. Middle School coordinators Megan 
Keenan and Tyler Schmidt died in a tragic accident in Crans Montana. Though for many this 
memory is still difficult to talk about, Ryan Huras ’09 recently wrote a note to Megan’s mother, 
Mary Field Keenan, who worked at TASIS for many years, and they shared it with us.

Andermatt ● St. Moritz ● Verbier ● Crans Montana ● Davos ● Andermatt ● St. Moritz ● Verbier ● Crans Montana ● Davos ● Andermatt ● St. Moritz 
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In Case You Missed it....

Every day we tell the evolving TASIS story through social media, our website, print publications, and more. Below are highlights from 
the past few months with links to the galleries and stories...just in case you missed something!

TASIS Blogs

Ski Week

International Week

TASIS Instagram
A little bit of TASIS in your 
Instagram feed! Follow us to 
see beautiful and evocative 
images of campus, students, 
and activities.

Check athletic scores, watch a 
concert, plan for an upcoming 
event. Nearly everything you 
need to know about TASIS 
can be found on our website.

We upload images to SmugMug 
all the time. Check in with 
SmugMug to see new events 
and galleries.  

Have a look at our SmugMug 
gallery and see why this is one 
of the best weeks of the year!

The Service Learning blog tells you 
how our students are giving back. 
TASIS 360° shares individual 
stories from faculty, students, and 
staff. The Visual Arts blog focuses 
art. Subscribe for alerts so you 
won’t miss a post!

Another wonderful week in 
the mountains! Lots of photos!

TASIS Website TASIS SmugMug galleries

Learn about our Global 
Service trips, summer 
programs, uniforms, and 
more! Subscribe to be the first 
to know about new videos!

YouTube Channel
Dance party! Check out photos 
from recent Saturday night 
dances.

MS/HS Dances

The ES galleries require a password which is available from the ES office.

photosHS

photosMS

photos

photosMS

photosHS

photosES

photosMS/HS

http://instagram.com/tasislugano
http://www.tasis.ch
http://switzerland.tasis.com/page.cfm?p=2411
http://www.tasis.ch/page.cfm?p=1549
http://tasisvisualarts.com/whats-happening/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtmlmgwXeLnkn1xDfZfnSGw
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/HS-Winter-Dance/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Middle-School-Valentines-Dance/
http://www.tasis.smugmug.com
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/Middle-School-Winter-Adventure/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/HIgh-School-Ski-Week-2015/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/2014-2015-ES-Images/International-Week-ES
http://tasis.smugmug.com/20142015-School-year/International-Week-2015/
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Wallpaper doesn’t have to be boring.
Indeed, it could induce lovely memories of a special place! From March 2015 we will be uploading a TASIS campus 
scene or detail for you to upload as wallpaper for your computer screen! No matter where you are in the world, you will 
feel like a part of you is still on campus. 

Click on the images below, and once you have them on your screen right click and save for your desktop! Also works 
on tablets and smartphones, so you can always have TASIS in your pocket! 

STAY CONNECTED: 
Interact with the TASIS 
community at www.tasis.ch

EMAIL US:
alumni@tasis.ch 

WRITE TO US:
TASIS
Vis Collina d’Oro 15 
6926 Montagnola
Switzerland

JOIN US:
Facebook
Twitter
Pinterest

SmugMug
Instagram 

LinkedIn

www.tasis.ch
mailto:alumni@tasis.ch
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-American-School-in-Switzerland-TASIS/157056260993829
https://twitter.com/TASIS_Lugano
http://www.pinterest.com/tasislugano/
http://tasis.smugmug.com/
http://instagram.com/tasislugano
http://www.linkedin.com/company/tasis-switzerland
http://tasis.smugmug.com/The-Campus-and-Surrounding/Wallpapers/i-3NVfV6B/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/The-Campus-and-Surrounding/Wallpapers/i-v66rFdW/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/The-Campus-and-Surrounding/Wallpapers/i-jtL8mTV/A
http://tasis.smugmug.com/The-Campus-and-Surrounding/Wallpapers/i-5zMd6XZ/A
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TASIS The American School In Switzerland
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